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N the New Jersey pine barrens at an ancient cross 

road is a weather worn guide-board nailed to a 
tree with the name standing out in relief on the 
board. Many years of weather have worn away the 
board around the name, but the name itself has been 
the safeguard for the wood underneath. The names 
that ought to last among advertising concerns stand 
the weather changes of time. Names like this are 
constantly-appearing in the advertising columns of , 
The Sunday School Times, and they are intended 

to be good guide-boards. 





























_ Hast Thou an Answer? © 
By A. R. 


“Peet Thou how many things 
They witness against Thee ? 
Say’st ‘Thou nothing? I have power 

To bind or set Thee free.” 


And Pilate marveled that He stood 
Accused, without a plea ; 

But in that judgment hall He took 
The sinner’s place for thee. ~ 


. There is anothef Judgment Seat, 
‘ And One béfore whose eye 
Of holiness the very earth 
And heaven shall flee away. 


Hast thou an answer in that Day? 
Canst say, “* He died for me” ? 

Or wilt thou bear thy sins alone 
Throughout eternity ? 








When Paul Reproved 


Faith is never. stimulated by the critical spirit. 
Scolding will not help transform a backward be- 
liever into a spiritual live wire, nor start a revival 
ina chureh. It tends rather to obstruct progress in 
Christian lifé and service. The Holy Spirit as teacher 
is not hospitable to that method. It is true’ that 
one of the gifts of the Spirit is called “discern- 
ing of spirits” (1 Cor. 12:10), but that “gift” needs 
to be considered in the light of 1 John 4:1, “Beloved, 
believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether 


they are of God.” And then follows the marks 
whereby false teachers may be identified. There is 
a temptation for those who believe they possess this 
ift to judge fellow-Christians, who, while they have 
aults and weaknesses, could not possibly be classed 
as false teachers, There comes to mind a re- 
markable soul-winner and Bible teacher, whose in- 
fluence in his community was wrecked 
rock. Many weak Christians need to be warned and 
counseled, but Paul’s method to the factional Cor- 
inthians is the one to follow. How his -unfailing 
courtesy and lovingkindness manifests itself as he 
begins by ‘greeting them as saints (1:2), thankin 

God for their grace, and enrichment in Christ an 

gifts, leading on thus gently to the admonition that 
ollows against contentiousness (1: 11-13, ff), and to 
further warning and reproof throughout the epistle. 


Pd 


‘Victory’s A and Z 


Christ is Alpha and Omega inthe Victory life. 
A profound Bible student, in a letter to The Sunday 
School Times, says: “Perhaps you will enjoy a pas- 
sage that has thrilled me with joy. I try to con- 
vey the stress of the original text as well as the mean- 
ing. The law in translation is that first things are 
emphatic, last things come next_in force, and what 
is in between is suppressed. gees agen I have 
tried to retain the order of the words in Galatians 


“23203 


“ ‘With Christ have I been crucified, 
Yet I am living — 
No longer I, 
But living in me is Christ,’ 


“This puts Christ first and Christ last, and not I 
for filling!” 

a 
The Secret of Paradise ~° 


Enthroning our Lord is the secret of paradise. 
The last chapter in the Old Testament speaks of the 
curse on the earth (Mal. 4:6). The last chapter 
in the New Testament declares the eternal removal 
of the curse (Rev. 22:3). That “there shall be no 
curse any more” is plainly due to the fact that there 
is to be permanent establishmént of the throne of 


on this very. 


God and the Lamb (Rev. 22:1, 3). For that throne 
is to be the source of the wonderful “river of 
water of life” that will refresh:all creation and make 
its deserts blossom as the rose (Rev. 22:1). Does 
not the enthronement of Christ ‘in our hearts now 
result in a spiritual paradise? And out of his throne 
set up there, does not the same river flow? Our 
Lord, looking forward to the day that he would be 
made a curse for us that he might redeem us from 
the curse (Gal. 3:13), stood and cried, saying, “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. He 
that believeth on me... from within him shail 
flow rivers of living water” (John 7:37, 38). And 
what is this water of life — this living water? “This 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed on 
him were to: receive” (John 7:39). Do we fully 
realize that letting faith put Christ on the throne 
in our hearts transforms us into incarnate oases in 
the Sahara of life all. about us, and makes paradise 
begin for us, and to others to whom the living water 
within us may overflow? : 


a 
Adjusted 


Life is a simple matter because there is only 
one person we need to keep adjusted. Life would be 
complicated if God had not provided a way to adjust 
that one person. And life would be complicated if 
we had the responsibility of keeping other folks ad- 
justed. A Christian woman who had heard a mes- 
sage'on the power of Christ to keep from sin was 
assuring the speaker that no one could live that life, 
and she began to speak of the failings of this one 
and that. She was rather startled when the Chris- 
tian brother to whom she was complaining suggested: 
“I have always noticed that when folks are not right 
with the Lord and do not want to get right the 
are always experts in confessing other people’s 
sins. But when they are eager to get where the Lord 
wants them they are concerned about getting them- 
selves’ adjusted.” There are two persons that we 
need be primarily concerned with in the matter 
of sin, and they are Jesus and myself. When 
he has all of me, and I am trusting him, then will all 
other relationships be adjusted in the right way. Shall 
we settle the question now as to whether he has 
complete control, and begin to live the simple, super- 
naturally natural life? - 


The Bible a Book of Purposes 


when his life was brought to a standstill. 
Such times come to most of us sooner or 
later, and not till then does one realize what a tre- 
‘mendous. power to hold life together and to energize 


“Mi PURPOSES are broken off,” cried Job 


- it a purpose has. It takes. our days and our efforts 


and our thoughts, and almost without our knowing 
it binds them together and heads them up and makes 
them tell and count. We may not always be con- 
scious that we have a purpose, but take it away and 
suddenly life is all changed for us. It falls apart, 
our motions become desultory, we do not care what 
happens, there is no spring or go to our lives. To 
find that we have nothing special to live for, nothing 
which we care to carry out, nothing ahead which 
attracts us onward —to a life that has been earnest 
and glowing this is a sort of death. Then we know 
that we must have a purpose and an object in order 
to live anything that is worth the name of a life. 

John Stuart Mill, in one of the most poignant pas- 
sages of autobiography, has told us -how in mid- 
career he asked himself whether in the event of his 
attaining everything that he was then striving for 
he would be happy and satisfied; and he was faced 
with the fact that he would not. Then, he tells us, 
there fell upon his life such a..disillusionment as 
paralyzed every interest and energy. He could hardly 
bear to go.on living. His motions became those of 
a manikin as he drove and pushéd himself to his 
tasks, which had now lost all flavor and interest. He 
did not care how things came out, Whatever might 
happen, it was all the same.. The way by which he 
found his way out. of this terrible situation, which 
lasted for years, was by the: deliberate. practise of 
making himself take. an’ interest: in«the.w@Mfare and 


service of others. Having no Christian faith, he 
- deliberately put into practise this activity which 
e knew had sometimes given men a new grip on 
life. At length there came back something of the 
old interest in life; he found again something to work 
or. 

How many there are whose life is a burden for 
lack of a purpose! For them it is a weary struggle 
to go on. We all have to have a motive, and when 
that is withdrawn we fall back. Life becomes list- 
less and insignificant. It is wonderful how a purpose 
lifts both a man and his burden slong over life’s 
road. . He may not always realize what lifting power 
it has for him until he tries to do things without it 
and finds everything now a dead weight. 

It is rare that a life does not have to go into 
this matter many times and settle it again and Zaig 
power to start afresh. The original impulse of 
youth and ambition may last a long “ and keep 
one going without too much question, but the day 
comes when that is worked out and a fresh impulse 
must come in. The world is too full to-day of peo- 
ple who have attained just what they strove for, 
and have been dismayed to find how disappointing 
it is. They do not know what to do next, or how 
to recover their zest. When it comes to this the man 
who has any reality in him comes to grips with 
himself and refuses to have it so. He gives him- 
self to the earnest work of finding and setting some 
strong motive over his life and in his heart again. 
No matter how long it takes he knows that this is 
a life and death matter with him, and he will not 
rest until he has found again that great power which 
is. able-to make him live again. e knows where to 
look for it.. His early training tells him what is 
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the. source froin which renewal comes. ‘The one 
who has w farthest can hardly escape some 


echo of God's willingness to set our feet upon a, 


rock and establish our goings again. 2 

“Handfuls of Ban are strewn all through the 
Bible. Who could ever compute the extent to which 
men have found them and taken heart again? Boys 
and girls in our schools who outwardly look as 
if they were not taking anyiuing in catch none the 
less words which fasten somewhere in their being 
and hold them up in days of trial long heace. The 
Bible is the place where purposes are ever being born. 
Read it and you feel that.you are in the presence of 
grip and mastery. Here is no general display of 
moral samples to. be selected from as the whim strikes 
us, but one great purpose running from beginning to 
end. We feel its sweep and can be swept i it if 
we will. It is no place to be a mere specta®r, but 
a region which asks for committal and intentions; 
and when men have committed themselves to the 
God who reveals himself in these pages God takes 
them up, leaves theni no longer to be the sport of 
accidents and circufnstances, but puts them into the 
great stream of his purposes. They have a purpose 
too. We can always go to the Bible for the recovery 
of purpose.in our Hives. ; : 

What is the opposite of petpees It is drift. It 
is living without a.plan. It is being the sport of 
circumstances and eae prey of chance desires. It 
means that our lives have nothing: in them that is 
paramount, one thing is just as. important as another 
and none of them amount to much. We let things 
shape themselves instead of gy, esr according 
to some high and noble pattern. here is nothing 
for which we care to sacrifice much and nothing to 
which it is wofth while to bend all our energies. Be- 
fore such an attitide the world disintegrates and 
falls apart. To such an attitude Horace Bushnell’s 

reat statement that “Every man’s life is a plan of 
30d” comes like a trumpet call. We have not per- 
haps been treating our lives as if God had a plan in 
them, but what a ringing, cheering thing it is to 
know that he has a plan for them, and will make 
that plan known and give us all the firmness and 
assurance we need, when we bring our lives again 
to him in earnest prayer, and ask him to show us our 
goal once more. 

The Bible is full of God’sspower to endow men’s 
lives with sustaining purpcsés. Mark faltered “some- 
how in the great undertaking of .the Gospel, and 
seems toshave dropped it for a while, but afterward 
it took full possession of him again. Nicodemus, 
who seems to have been a man whose hopes were 
not very high to start with, has his heart touched 
so that at last Jesus Christ becomes a. purpose to 
him, and such a one as he had never dreamed of. 
For .after all the goal of life is a great fellowship. 
It is something more than just a few schemes suc- 
cessfully carried out, however good or. useful they 
may be. No scheme, however beautiful, could ever sat- 
isfy all the needs of a human heart: it needs a great 
satisfying person, Jesus is not simply a dynamic to 
help.us to more: efficiency, but a living being to fill 
us with personal joy and satisfaction. As Principal- 
Denny said, “As soon as we open the pages of the 
New Testament we feel ourselves in the presence of 
a glowing life.” Nothing is lacking of motive or 
energy, and where contemporary life is lost in the 






Are You Having Victory To-day ? | 


“Call upon me in the day of trouble: 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me” (Psa. 50 : 15). 














shallows here in the Gospel life is carried up, as it 


were, on eagles’ wings. Everybody is possessed with 
a purpose which calls into exercise his best. Life 
is strangely worth while. ‘There were people who 
feared it never could be. When Paul hesitates or 1s 
weary he recovers himself quickly as he thinks what 


that great purpose has been to him. He knows that - 


life would never be life agair without it. Aimless- 
ness, in the midst of the new world which Christ 
has opened to him, he cannot stand, and so he opens 
his heart again and again to it. 9 

God can give an aim to the aimless life. He knows 
its sorrows. ‘He can come to the desultory life and 
give it “one clear call.” He can center it again, and 
make all its-loose and wandering activities converge 
toward one great end. The kingdom of God in one’s 
heart, whatever else it may be, is something which 
throws everything else into order and into its proper 
place. Without knowing it, that is just the need of 
many a saddened and disappointed man. He needs 
something to stop all this waste and loss which goes 
on in his. life because there is nothing to head it up 
and hold it together. Each common task and or- 
dinary day may become unbearably distasteful, or it 
may become a happiness if it is made a part of some 
great purpose and made to contribute toward it. 
Think of what life might be to us if everything 
meant something to us. Well, it may. Not many 
great things may happen, but alf that does occur 
may become part of something great. To take up 
the Christian life again with greater earnestness and 
sincerity will in itself cast “handfuls of purpose” into 
everything we do 


Let us put it plainly before ourselves again that 


this is a purposeful world and that we are all mearit” 


to be sharers in God’s great wealth of aim. The best 
way to regain our lost motive is just simply to ask 
God for it. James Gilmour, of Mongolia, wrote in 
1890 to an old college friend: 

“You say you want reviving —go direct to Jesus 
and ask it straight out, and you'll get it straight away. 
This revived state is not a thing you need to. work 
yourself up into, or need others to help you rise into, 
or need to come to England to have operated upon 
you — Jesus can effect it anywhere, and does effect 
it everywhere whenever a man or woman, or men 
and women, ask it: Ask, and ye shall receive.” 

We shall go to the Bible for many things, for 
many different things; but for a time let us go to it 
to recover that great gift of a renewed and definite 
and devoted purpose in our Christian lives. Here 
nothing is soft, loose, and wandering, as Jeremy Tay- 
lor calls it. Here both aim and victory fill the air. 
Our purposes give out, but we come back to God’s 

reat purpose and find it a reservoir that is forever 
ull and from which our souls can forever draw. 





How Use * Unrighteous Mammon ”? 


You seem to object to getting money from worldly 
men to carry on Christian work. How do you square 
this with Luke 16:9: “And I say unto you, Make to 
yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteous- 
ness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations”? 

I believe that Christians ought to utilize the con- 
ditions of the present world-order so as to fashion by 
their means the conditions of an abiding satisfaction. 
If we here in our town did not get subscriptions from 
worldly men, our work would be curtailed. All wealth 
belongs to God. Let’s go after it and turn men to 
the stewardship idea—A Minnesota Reader. 


@ A rebel cannot be a steward. All unsaved men are, 
whether consciously or unconsciously, in rebellion 
against God, “because the mind of the flesh is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can it be” (Rom. 8:7). Therefore 
it is both unscriptural and impossible to “turn men 
to the stewardship idea” -until after they have been 
turned to God, or converted, by receiving Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. Then, having received God's 
“unspeakable gift” in Christ, and the “all things” 
that God gives us in Christ, men for the first time 
can become stewards of God, and for the first time 
can receive his guidance and his empowering for 
administering their stewardships in accordance with 
his will. So we find not a hint throughout the New 
Testament that Christians should ever, under any 
circumstances, ask unsaved people for money or help 
of any sort in carrying on the Lord’s work. Writing 





about the notable record in giving which certain 
Christians in Macedonia had made, the apostle Paul 
states the Scriptural order, that “first they gave their 
own selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5), and then of 
course they were able to go on giving of their pos- 
sessions freely to the tare as He directed them. 
Our Lord’s word concerning believers’ use of “the 
mammon of unrighteousness” is very clear when we 
study the entire parable of “the unrighteous steward” 
in which is given the injunction quoted by the Minne- 
sota reader, Our Lord is telling the story of an 
unrighteous steward who corruptly, and in order to 
safeguard his own interests, made use of property 
entrusted to his stewardship in order to win favor 
with those who later could be of service to him. 
The comment is made that this corrupt man, in his 
sphere, “had done wisely: for the sons of this world 
are for their own generation wiser than the sons of 


the light.” And then the Revision makes plain the ° 


meaning of our Lord’s application, — the rendering 


-is quite different from that of the Authorized Version 


quoted by the reader. Jesus said: “I say unto you, 
Make to yourselves friends by means of the mammon 
of unrighteousness; that, when it shall fail, they may 
feceive you into the eterna! tabernacles.” 

In other words, our Lord was saying here just 
what he said elsewhere to the rich young ruler: “If 
thou wouldst be perfect [that is, go the whole way 
with God], go, sell that which thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven” 
(Matt, 19:21). Or again, as Jesus said to his dis- 
ciples cqpcerning their temporal needs-and their 
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temporal possessions: “Seek nédt ye what ye shall eat, 
and what ye shall drink... Your Father knoweth that 
ere need -of. these ... Sell that which ye 

ve, and give alms; e for yourselves purses 
which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not. ... Fer where your.treasure is, there*will 
your heart be also” (Luke 12: 29-34). 

Miss Ada Habe *s comment on this parable 
of the ‘unrighteous steward, in her valuable a 
“The Study of the Parables” (Philadelphia Schoo 
of the Bible, $1.75), is illuminating. She. writes: ~. 


In connection with the ‘parable of the unjust 
steward, we have a very important ‘statement, “If 
ye have not been faithful in that which is another 
man’s, who will give you that which is your own?” 
This shows a connection between earthly and 
heavenly things which is often overlooked. We 
are stewards of the former, they have only been 
lent to us; but God counts spiritual blessings as 
our own. If we are unfaithful in our use of the 
things thus entrusted to us, if we are not putting 
out to interest: for God our money, our time, our 
health, our abilities, our opportunities, we are im- 
poverishing ourselves as to the spiritual riches 
which are really our own. 


In other words, this entire parable and our Lord’s 
teaching in it have to do with the believers’ use of 
their own money and temparal possessions, which are 
called-“the mammon of unrighteousness,” -— that is, 
material possessions that have in themselves no spir- 
itual values or “righteousness.” Christ is not touch- 
ing in any way upon the question of asking unright- 
eous men for their mammon or possessions. His 
teaching is addressed to his. disciples; he says, “And 
I say unto you,” and he goes on to discuss the “mam- 
mon” that has been entrusted to them. For he says: 
“If therefore ye have not been faithful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trist 
the true riches? ... No servant can serve two mas- 
ters: ... Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 
16: 11-13). 

The Christian is to make his money serve God, 
and is not to be the servant of his money, 


a” 
Did Christ Die as Our Substitute? 


In your issue of January 10, 1920, on the first page 
you quote 2 Corinthians 5:15, Jesus Christ “his own 
self bare our sins in~his body upon the tree,” and then 
you explain by saying “and all who accept this sac- 
rifice of the Son: in their stead hear God saying unto 
them that they now ‘live unto righteousness.’” You 
also say on the first page of the February 17 issue 
that “Christ the God-Man kept the law fully in man’s 
stead and as‘his Substitute, and then in His own per: 
son paid the death-penalty of man’s breaking of the 
law.” 

I find in the Scripture that Jesus died for our sins 
(for sinners), and not instead of sinners. Also I find 
that Christ not only kept the law (not in our stead 
or as our Substitute, however), but fulfilled the law 
(Matt. 5:17, etc.), and that if we believe on Him, i. ¢., 
Christ; we shall also fulfill His law (Gal. 6:2). Ili i 
am wrong, please tell me where I can find in the 
Scripture that Christ died in my stead and as my Sub- 
stitute, and as a matter of course rose from the grave 
in my stead and as my Substitute, as well as, in re- 
gard to the law. For if it is true in regard to tie 
law, death, and burial, it must be true as to the res- 
urrection—An Iowa Reader. 


That Christ died “instead of” us is declared -in 
such Scriptures as Matthew 20:28: “The Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many”; and 1 
Timothy 2:5, 6: “One mediator also between God 
and men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
self a ransom for all.” 

That there is no contradiction or antithesis be- 
tween Christ dying “on behalf” of us and “instead 
of” us, may be seen from two such passages as ‘the 
following: : 


It is expedient for you that one man should die for 
the people, and that the whole nation perish not. Now 
this he said not of himself: but being high priest that 
year, he prophesied that Jest should die for the nation; 
and not for the nation only, but that he might also 
gather together into one the children of God that are 
scattered abroad (John 11 : 50-52). 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, hav- 
ing become a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree (Gal. 3 : 13). 


The word “for” may mean either “on behalf” or 
“instead.” One of the greatest living authorities on 
the Greek New Testament, Professor Dr. A. T. 
Robertson, has pointed out in a recent article in 
The Expositor that the Greek adjective meaning 
“on behalf” is found in the Greék papyri in the sense 
of “instead”: and this is exactly in harmony with 
the two passages mentioned. 

But it does not folfow that because Christ died 
“instead” of us, he also rose “instead” of us, in the 
sense that we do not rise. He died “instead”. of us, 
on account of our sins, to pardon and jastify us. 
But he rose again in order to prove that his death 
had accomplished our redemption; thus the apostle 
says that Christ “was raised for our justification” 

(Rom. 4: 25),—that is, as a proof that we are jus- 
anes or accounted wholly righteous in the sight of 





















“When the Pickpocket Choked Sister Abigail 








But couldn't gag one little Bible wordt By. Grace K. Swanger 





The next and concluding article in this series of ‘‘ Adventuring with Sister Abigail ‘* “will be entitled 


“He Sent Sister Abigail’s Car Fare.’ It is the story—and a war story, too—of 
$F ages an af God ole lacmnd hous to tome 6h rams her early girlhood 
blessing implicit 


* Just to let thy Father do 
What he will; 
Just to know that he is true 
And. be still; 
Just to follow, hour by hour, - 
As he leadeth; 
Just to draw the moment’s power 
As it needeth; 
Just ‘to trust him, this is all! 
Then the day will surely be 
Peaceful, whatso’er befall, 
Bright and blessed, calm and free.” 


HUS mused Sister Abigail as she started home 
from a visit to a sick woman. She had planned 
to go home much earlier, but found so many 
little things she could do for the comfort of the pa- 
tient that she was hindefed and now darkness had 
fallen. But Sister Abigail had long ago learned’ that 
often the hindering things brought the greatest meas- 
ure of blessing. So as she hurried homeward through 
the darkness she rested in faith that the delay was 
part of God’s plan for the day, for had she not 
committed the day to him? ; 
When she reached’ the corner of a certain street 
she quickened her steps, remembering the street was 


poorly lighted’ and that she, must: needs pass fwo va- 
cant lots. Just as she reached this dar place, sud- 
denly her hands were pinioned behind her, and a 


husky voice -said, * 
“Hand over your bag and your purse, lady.” 
With a cry of prayer to G®Od for help, Sister 

Abigail felt het bag torn from her hands. As if 

in answer to her prayer for help, and as if Another 

were using her voice, she found herself saying, | 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever—” _ 

es a hand clutched her throat, shutting off her 
power of speech. In a few moments as the hold 
relaxed again she started in, 

“Whosoever believeth.” 

And again felf the thief clutch her throat. The 
third time she essayed to finish, but at the “who- 
so-ever” the thief seemed to be so angered that he 
pushed her off the sidewalk into a snow bank, and 
sped off through the darkness. _ 

Sister Abigail tremblingly hurried home, and spe- 
cial prayer was asked for the unknown pickpocket. 

But does it pay to pray? a 

Four years pass by. Sister Abigail still keeps the 

ickpocket on her prayer list, and still asks that the 

ord sown will bear fruit. Pe 

A few days before Easter she had arranged to do 
some shopping., “It will not take long to do the 
shopping,” she thought as she put on her bonnet, 
“I'll just tuck a card in my purse to take one of 
my sick ones on my way home.” So going to her 
box of tracts_and Gospel cards she picked out a 
small card with a verse of Scripture on each side, 
and slipped it into her purse. : 

But surely God dfzected her hand as she selected 
the card.. “By myriad paths He leads his children 
home,” and he knew if Sister Abigail did not, who 
would read the little card. 

Again she was delayed. Stores were crowded, 
clerks busy; and when at last her purchases were 
completed, it was too late to make the call on the 
sick girl. So she took the first car for home. The 
pay-as-you-enter rule on the cars in Buffalo had just 
gone into effect, so Sister Abigail was again delayed 
at the car entrance to open her bag, and get her 
purse. As she slipped it back into her bag, three men 
jumped on the car, and rudely pushed her aside to 
allow them to enter ahead. As only true courtes 
can come from a heart filled with the love of God, 
Abigail prayed that she might be moré loving and 
thoughtful with strangers. 

On reaching home she found some little additional 
purchases needful, so reaching for her bag she opened 
it to get her purse to send one of her helpers out 
for them. 

But the purse was gone. The bag was emptied — 
fio purse. The pockets of her wrap were looked at, 
—no pursé. It was gone. 

There was no fret, no worry over the loss, as our 
sister truly believes that all things work together for 
good to them that love the Lord. 

The next morning early.the doorbell rang. Think- 
ing the man an agent of some kind, Sister Abigail 
opened the door to tell the stranger she is very busy 
this morning, as the visiting nurse is coming to 
bathe all her patients, and as she does not wish “to 
buy anything she will not take -his time. 

“But,” said the stranger, “if this is your name on 
this card, I must see you, and alone.” Sister Abigail 


a 
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a a severe test 
that follows 


recognized her card, so invited the gentleman into her 
sitting-room. He abruptly said, “You lost your pocket- 
book yesterday, didn’t you?” 

be “What do you know 


Yes,” answered Abigail. 
about it?” 

“I took it as I pushed past you at the car door.” 

There was silence in the room for a few minutes. 
Then the stranger said, “Four years ago you were 
held up and robbed.” 

“Yes,” said Sister Abigail. “What do you know 
about that?” 

“I was the robber,” came the trembling repy. Then 
he told his story. He had been an only child; his 
arents were well to do; and had not restrained him. 

hen just a child, a guest of his parents: who was 
a sleight of harid performer had taught him a num- 
ber of tricks. As he grew older it became great 
sport to pick a friend’s watch or purse, then ask for 
the time, or for change, and see the look of sur- 
prise to find watch and purse gone. The fascina- 
tion grew, until at last he left home and gained his 
living picking pockets. He had taught two others 
this trade of thievery, and the three of them “worked” 
together. e 

“Four years ago,” he said, “when you started say- 
ing that Bible verse it was just as if God was speak- 
ing to me, and I’ve never been able to get away 
from-that word ‘whosoever,’ It’s just rung in my 
ears. Now,” he continued, -“we pickpockets hustle 
and take everything out of.a purse, put the goods in 
our own pockets, and throw the purse away. At night 
we place our day’s haul on the table and divvy up. 
Last night when we got to our rooms we emptied 
our pockets as usual. In my pocket were two cards, 
One had your name and address on, and here is the 
other.” e held out the little card she had tucked 
in her purse to take to the sick girl. On one side was 
written, . 

“*Whosoever’— that means me. ‘For God so 
loved the ‘world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.’ 

“That word whosoever was like a bolt of lightning 
in my soul, I turned the card over. See what it 
at | he said, handing Sister Abigail the card. It 
read, 

“*Whosoever’— that means me. ‘Whosoever. was 
not found written in the Book of Life was cast into 
the lake of fire.’ 

“Well,” he continued, “I was in*hell all night last 
night. I can’t get away from that word; it’s God 
speaking to me. I’ve come to confess to you, and 
let = call the police and give me up 


Give -you up to the police?” questioned Sister 
Abigail. : 
“Yes. I’m a thief and a robber. I’ve made my 


livirig stealing, and I’ve choked and robbed you.” 
“No,” said Sister Abigail. “I can’t do that. God 


‘has spoken to you, and we will let him lead as to 


the future.” She showed him the simple way of 
salvation and the finished work of Christ. 

“Did He do it all? Did he die for me?” They 
knelt together in prayer, and another thief was born 
again. 

“lI’ve got to find work, but first I must go back 
and tell my pals about Him,” and he left Sister 
—* home promising to return. 

The next day he came back bringing his two 
friends with him. “They believe on Him, too,” he 
said, “and we don’t know what to do with all our 
dishonest money.” Again she must be told how, 
when her pickpocket told his ‘friends of finding the 
Lord, and beginning an honest life, they had said, 
“You've taught us to serve the devil, now help us to 
find the Lord.” So as best he could he told the 
story of the Cross and the blood shed on Calvary 
that would wash sins clean, and two more. plunged 
into the crimson stream and were saved. 

But what could be done with the stolen money? 
It could not be returned, the owners were unknown. 
Sister Abigail advised putting it in the bank and 
using it to help others who were in need as they led 
them to Christ. 

_Leaving the city and its temptations, “Joseph and 
his brethren,” as Sister Abigail lovingly called them, 
went to the country. For = or more at odd 
times she heard from them. hey were all working 
and earning an honest living, and all were soul-win- 
ners. 

In April, 1918, one day Sister Abigail received a 
phone call, asking her to come into the city to meet 
some soldiers en route for France. To her joy she 
found the khaki-clad men were her friends, “Joseph 
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and his brethren.” They had enlisted as. ambulance 
drivers, and although at that time were above the 
draft age, had enlisted solely to be soldiers of the 
Cross, as well as for Uncle Sam. The weaving of 
the pattern is not yet finished. God alone knows the 
design, but he permitted Sister Abigail to see a 
little of his wonder-working; yea, “Little is much 
when is in it.” 

Ann Arsor, MICH. 
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The Victorious Life 


ome 


Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Lite Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, toqenns: and incidents about, and testimonies from, 
those have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional. There is no enrolment fee, and the work is en-: 
tirely dependent for’ support upen the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people. Programs for the summer conferences 
may be had from Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. Early enrolment should be made 
for Long Beach, Stony Brook, and Cedar Lake Conferences. 
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Welsh Church, Wayne, Nebraska ..............es0008 June 6-10 
The Rev Duncan Thomas, H. B. Dinwiddie 
Pacific Grove and Monterey, California ............. June 8-13 


Dr. A. J. Ramsey, R. C. McQuilkin 
First Presbyterian Church, Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia, Annual Pacific Coast Conference ...... June’ 20-27 
Dr. A. J. Ramsey, R..C. McQuilkin 
(Business Manager, Warren A. Pike, South Pasadena, Cal.) 
Girls’ Camp Pinnacle, Helderberg Moun- 


ee DS OPE tr ee ee July 10 to 19 

H. B. Dinwiddie 
First Stony Brook Conference ..........cceceeceses July 17-23 
Second Conference at Stony Brook ..............00s0- July 24-30 


Dr. A. J. Ramsey, R. C. McQuilkin, H. ° 
Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Mrs. J. Har- 
vey Borton, B. F. Culp, and missionary speakers 


Knowlton, Quebec, Canada .......c.ccsescecccsseces August 2-8 
H. B. Dinwiddie 

First Conference, Cedar Lake .....s.ccccecceceess August 14-20 

Second Conference, Cedar Lake ..............00: August 21-29 
Dr. A. J.- Ramsey, R. C. McQuilkin, H. B. 


Dinwiddie, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Mrs. J. Har- 
vey Borton, B. F. Culp, and missionary speakers 
(The Rev. H. D. Campbell, 123 W. North Avenue, Chicago.) 


° bd 


Capitalizing the Saffron Robe for God 


| enon has been stirred recently by the preach- 
ing of Sadhu Sundar Singh, the converted Sikh, 
who has come to be called in his-own country “the 
Apostle of India.” Mr. J. Harvey Borton, chairman 
of the Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
received a letter from Sundar Singh dated at Lon- 
don, May 9, stating that he was to sail for New 
York from Southampton on May 19 on the St. Paul. 
It is hoped, therefore, that he will speak at Cedar 
Lake, Stony Brook, and other Victorious Life Con- 
ferences, although he never makes definite engage- 
ments very far ahead,~“as he wants to ke perfectly 
free to proceed as guided by God, 

“A Sadhu in India is one whose life is vowed’ to 
religion from the oe ,” says Arthur Hickman, 
sketching the life of Sundar Singh in the Life of 
Faith. “He renounces money and all worldly pos- 
sessions in the search to satisfy the deep longings , 
of the soul, and the saffron robe he wears opens the 
doors of all castes and classes of society in a land 
where religion is the one thing that matters. 

“When Sundar Singh was. converted, he decided ™ 
to Christianize this ideal and to put on the recognized 
dress of the Sadhu. At first it aroused a_ certain 
amount of criticism, but he pointed out that a Hindu 
will not drink water from a foreign vessel, evén 
when dying; but if that same water be offered to 
him in his own brass vessel he will accept it.” 

Converted at sixteen, when meditating suicide, by 
reading a Testament, in the face of disinheritance 
at home and fierce persecution everywhere, in 1905 
he put on the saffron robe and went on a long jour- 
ney through the Punjab, into Afghanistan and Kash- 
mir, enduring the bitter winter and having miracu- 
lous deliverances from wild beasts, but preaching 
wherever men would ‘listen. ° 

At Rasar, in Tibet, he was arrested by the Head 


Lama and “cast into the depths of a dry well on to 


a heap of human bones. On the third night he heard 
the key turn in the lock, the grating overhead was 
opened, and a rope came down. He clung to it with 
all his remaining strength, and was drawn up. When 
he looked round ‘his deliverer had vanished. 

“Throughout the length and breadth of India mul- 
titudes have listened to the Sadhu, sometimes as 
many as 30,000 at a time. 

“In 1919 he journeyed through China and Japan 
and returned to India by way of Tibet, oe the 
Hanpu La Pass, 19,000 feet above sea level. It was 
so cold that he could scarcely draw his breath, and 
in the oppressive silence the beating of his heart 
sounded in his ears. . 

“As a preacher, he wastes no time on flowery 
phrases. His illustrations are drawn from the com- 
mon, everyday things of life. 

“Tf a piece of cold iron is placed in a hot fire,’ he 
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says, ‘it will glow because the fire is in it. Yet we 
cannot say that the iron is fire, or the fire is iron. 
So in Jesus Christ we retain our identity: He in us 
and we in him, but with our own individuality.’ 
“What could be more simple than this little ex- 
position on the text: ‘Ye are the light of the world’? 
“‘The wick of a lamp must burn and lose itself 
in order that the light may shine. The wick is be- 
tween the oil and the flame. There may be plenty of 
oil, but if there be no wiek there can be no, light. 
So to give light to others we must be ready to sac- 
rifice ourselves.’ Y 
“As an illustration of the necessity of suffering, 
he tells this beautiful liftle parable: ‘The moth of 
* a ‘silkworm was struggling out of the cocoon, and 
an ignorant man saw it battling as if in pain, so 
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he went and hel it to get free; but very soon after 

at romeree and pict sade fen; a that 

str out without. hi su ;. , came 

Out mee full life and knee i i / 

for fli®ht by their battle for fresh existence.’ 
“Sadhu Sundar Singh stands as ‘a symbol of the 

spiritual culture of the East set aglow in the resplen- 
ent light of the Gospel.’” 


_ It has been necessary to chon the place of meet- 
ing of the Long Beach, Cal., Victorious Life Con- 
ference to the First Presbyterian Church, because 
suitable arrangements for providing meals could not 
be made in the Brethren Church, where it had first 
been planned to meet. 





Has the Spade Ever Denied the Bible? 


After one hundred years of 
archeological digging ? 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





ERY little ascheological research was possible 
while the war’Masted. That much is not yet 
possible is manifest by a note just received 
from Professor Worrell, who went out last sum- 
mer as Director of the American School at Jeru- 
salem. Plans for great things in the future are be- 
ing made, of some of which an account was given 
in the article “The Hopes for Palestine Explor- 
ation,” by my friend Dr, Frederick J; Bliss, in 
The Sunday School Times of March 13, as well 
as. in my last archeological review, “Archeology 
the Latest Crusader,” in the Times of April 10. 
But notice has been given by the Inspector of Antiq- 
uities that while “application for concessions to ex- 
cavate” is invited; “no. permission can be granted 
for excavations in privately ownéd or other lands 
until the mandate has been fully settled.” It is well 
to take timely warning concerning remarkable re- 
ports of great finds published in the daily ~press, 
from the statement of Professor Worrell that “stories 
of sensational finds come ao us from the United 
States which we know néchinmg about here.” In jus- 
tice to American newspapers it must be added, how- 
ever, that some of the “sensational staries” quoted 
abroad from American newspapers are manufactured 
abroad. 
It is.a great pleasure to. have ¢enewed assurance 
that the readers of The Sunday School Times will 
get all the real news, and as soon as it is, 


ye 
Shall Events be Forced into Chronology, Or— 


ARNEST > queries have come to the Editor of 

this Archeology Department concerning some 
things recently published here. The questions are 
of such general interest, and of such far-reaching 
importance that, instead of merely answering them 
privately, the answers will be presented here. It is 
the more fitting that it should be so, since the ques- 
tions are also criticisms, and I like always to give 
critics a fair hearing. 

One question is from a distinguished correspon- 
dent from California. With many kind words for 
_the work done in this department, he is yet greatly 
troubled over the chronology ascribed to the period 
of the Hebrew slavery in Egypt and the Exodus from 
it. I wish he were the only one troubled over that 
‘question of chronology. No full discussion of it 
*has appeared in these articles for a long time. One 
may not always be giving time and effort to a never- 
ended dispute. So I have been — somewhat 
freely to what I believe to be the main facts in the 
case without any reference to the difficulties involved. 
But I have not been unconscious of the difficulties. 
Let us look them squarely in the face. 

This correspondent states his case thus: “For sev- 
eral centuries before Christ the chronology of the 
Bible can be verified by the records of secular his- 
tory.” Then he gives a number of dates, most of 
which @re reasonably certain, but some of which rest 
upon the correctness of the Eponym Calendar of 
‘ Assyfia, and others are involved in the significance 
of Old Testament chronology with its moral as well 
as mathematical elements. hen he concludes that, 
“We are already carried back more than 1600 B, C. 
in order to reach the Exodus.” Then he adds that, 
“The reign of Rameses II is eens conceded to 
cover the period from 1292 to 1295 B. C.,” all of 
which rests, of course, upon the correctness of the 
conclusions made for the times of Rameses II. Then 
he concludes that, “to make him the Pharaoh of the 
Oppression leaves us short several centuries.” 

Verily it does; that is one of the difficulties into 
which one always gets who assumes that ancient Ori- 
ental chronology was in all respects like ours, and 
so proceeds to put together the dates in our strictly 
mathematical way. But this correspondent proceeds: 

“To approach the problem from another angle, 
able and reliable archeologists,” among whom he 


mentions Professor Clay and Dr. Banks, “identify the 
great Khammurabi (2150 B. C.) with Amraphel,” and 
concludes, “this requires the Oppression to have been 
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some. three or four centuries earlier than the reign 
of Rameses II.” Again, verily so, when we assume 
the correctness of these various dates and add and 
subtract them. But there is still the question of 
the exact date of Rameses II and the 2150 date for 
Khammurabi. This atter is continually under. dis- 
cussion, and is changed after nearly every fresh dis- 
covery concerning the succession or contemporane- 
ousness of the early Babylonian dynasties. The iden- 
tification of .Khammurabi with Amraphel may be 
accepted as well nigh beyond question. 

Once more this correspondent argues from the fact 
that Joseph rose to power under the Hyksos kings, 
and that the king that knew not Joseph evidently 
arose toward the close of the Israelite sojourn in 
Egypt when-the people had increased rapidly and 
that “this would assign Moses during the first period 
of his life to the time of Thothmes fu, while Amen- 
ophis II or III would be the Pharaoh of the Exodus.” 
But this depends upon the length of the Hyksos rule, 
which is under most serious dispute among Egyp- 
tologists; the, time during the Hyksos rule at which 

oseph came into Egypt, which is not absolutely 

nown; and also the length of time that Israel was 
in Egypt, which has been the subject of wrangling 
among exegetes as well as chronologists from time 
immemorial, . ss 

My esteemed correspondent might have mentioned 
other difficulties, at least one of which is greater than 
any of these. The only historian’we have for these 
events, Josephus, quoting Manetho, the ancient Egyp- 
tian historian, seems to assert that the Exodus in 
the Biblical account took place under Amenophis. 
Josephus has often been charged with errors which 
have afterwards been found to be not errors at all. 
Was he right in this case also? The one thing that 
makes it probable that he was right in his quotation, 
but wrong in his facts, is that Manetho manifestly 
confounds the Hyksos with the Israelites as one and 
the same people. Now from the Egyptian standpoint, 
probably they. were so. Indeed, historically they 
were all Bedouin princes, and for that reason- the 
Israelites were most kindly received by the~Hyksos, 
and equally for the same reason were regarded with 
disfavor after the Hyksos were driven out: So that 
Manetho, from his own standpoint, stated the case 
correctly enough, but not correctly from our stand- 
point. 

Now, in all that I have written in the Times con- 


ing the period of the Exodus and the Pharaoh of, 


the Oppression and of the Exodus, I have been quite 
aware of all the difficulties mentioned by this corre- 
spondent, and of many more which he. does not men- 
tion, and quite cognizant also of other and still 
more insuperable difficulties in the way of finally ac- 
cepting the earlier date and of regarding Thothmes 
III as the Pharaoh of the Oppression. Moreover, 
these are not difficulties primarily of chronology, 
which in these ancient Oriental civilizations furnishes 
always rather vague and uncertain data, ‘but difficul- 
ties of material evidence. Such difficulties are more 
obstinate than difficulties in statement or other diffi- 
culties arising from literature. Uninspired writers 
may make mistakes or falsify their statements and copy- 
ists of inspired writings may make mistakes. Material 
evidence never does. . 
Facts, things done, are decisive. The bricks of 
Pithom present far greater difficulties than any that 
calculated dates of chronology present. Here is 
the name, Pithom, over the gateway of the city; 
here is the unequivocal statement of Rameses II, 
“I built Pithom.” ‘This king was indeed a great plag- 
ijarist and stole other people’s inscriptions, but this 
inscription has never been tampered with. No one 
before Rameses couffl have made it, for he would 
not know that Rameses was coming to the throne; 
any one’ building it after .Rameses II would have 
taken the credit to himself. Hence Rameses did 
build Pithom. The suggestion that he only‘ rebuilt or 
repaired it is entirely gratuitous; it has not a particle 
of evidence to sustain it. Here, also, are the bricks 
laid in mortar contrary to- Egyptian custom, and 









with wings made strong . 
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here also the bricks in some of the chambers in the 

lower layers made with good straw, 

middlé rer made with stubble pulled up by the 

roots, and the top layers made of bricks having 

in them no binding material at all. I have personally 

examined these ings as described by Naville, the 
wou 


fliscoverer, and y gladly. go over the evidence 
on the ground with any doubter in the world. This 
also is the region of Succoth, ian Thuku,ex- 
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actly as the Biblical narrative says. 
possible. to separate Rameses I 
‘slaves at Pithom? 

Then, while exact data from these old monuments 
may not, always be reliable, synchronisms are most 
important. e tablet of 400 years was erected by 
Rameses II, For some strange reason unknown to 
us it is dated, not as tablets usually were, in the 
current year of the reign of the king himself, but 
in the hour hundredth year of King Nubti. This 
was a Hyksos king whose exact~place in the his- 
tory is not known; but who was not far from Apophis, 
who on the authority of Syncellus was the Pharaoh 
of Joseph. Here is a most remarkable synchronism. 
From Moses back to the time of Joseph is given as 
430 years, and from Rameses back to Nubti 4oc 
pe and Nubti is known to be about the time of 

oseph. How then separate Rameses II and Moses? 

Another synchronism is equally significant. Moses 
was called at the death of those who sought his life. 
One year may well be allowed for his return to 
Egypt. Another year is known to have been occupied 
by the natural events which are the embodiment of 
the plagues. Two years were spent in the progress 
as far as Kadesh-Barnea, so that the -turning back 
was in the fifth year of Moses. But Meremptah, the 
successor of Rameses II, has left a tablet in which 
he boasts that “Israel is defeated, their seed is not, 
Khar (Palestine by the way of the Dead Sea) is 
become as widows of Egypt.” The name Israel is 
written. in the hieroglyphics in such a way as to in- 
dicate that they had no “own country,” i, ¢., were 
either still in Egypt or wefe wandering in the wilder- 
ness. The geographical order of the eight places 
meritioned in this boast is such as to place Israel 
between the Gezer-Asgalon district on the west and 
the lower end of the Dead Sea on the east, which 
places them in the Kadesh-Barnea region. . Khar, 
Palestine, is said to be as “widows of Eeyt,™ that 
is, mourning for a lost husband, a witty jibe of the 
poet, because the promised land has lost the promised 
people. And the reason for this failure is that “Is- 
rael is weakened (or defeated), her. seed is not.” 
“Seed” may mean, and-does mean, in Egyptian, either 
“crops” or “children.” Taken in connection with the 
location of Israel by: the paces and the -jibe.about 
the promised land mourning like a widow, the natural 
interpretation of “seed” in this inscription is children. 
It is a boast that the weakening of Israel by the de- 
struction of the boy babies had made them unable to 
occupy the promised land. This inscription is dated in 
the fifth year of Meremptah. If synchronisms mean 
anything, how can the death of those who sought 
Moses’ life mean any other than the death of the pre- 
decessor of Meremptah, that is, Rameses II? Consider- 
ing all the difficulties, I with many others believe him 
to have been the Oppressor. It seems to me that the 
true method is not to arrange chronology and force 
events into it, but to arrange events and synchronisms 
and finally construct chronology from them. 


we 
Was the Exodus a Big or Little Miracle? 


Now how is it 
and the Hebrew 


NOTHER correspondent, from Massachusetts, is 


greatly concerned about the numbers of the Is- 
raelites as being possible 1,400,000. In my article, 
“How Many People Were in the Exodus?” in the issue 
of The Sunday School Times of January 31, I only 
gave a calculation. There are many difficulties and 
room for much difference of opinion. But we must 
keep two things in mind in making calculations, to 
avoid making the numbers absurdly large by merely 
guessing at them, and recognize the fact that the 
numbers must be large enough toe justify fear on 


the part of the Egyptians of the Israelites at one_ 


end of their journey and of the Canaanites at the 
other end. Evidently there is room for much dif- 
ference of opinion. : : 

The point at which I do have controversy with 
this correspondent, however, is that he evidently 
thinks the statements of Scripture to be incorrect. 
The question of the correctness or incorrectness of 
the statements of Scripture is not a question of theory 
but of fact. In many cases where it has beer as- 
serted that the Scripture statements were not correct, 
they have been proved to be Correct, while after one 
hundred. years of. archeological research not a single 
statement of fact in the Bible has been discredited 
by positive archeological information. We are thus 
warranted in assuming, in any particular case, the 
correctness of Biblical statements until they are 
proved incorrect. This correspondent is greatly trou- 
bled about the difficulty of providing for a large 
number of people. But a big miracle is no more dif- 
cult than. a little -one. The smallest numbér ever 
estimated for the host of Israel could not be ‘taken 
through that desert. without a miracle. So that the 
real difficulty presented by the correspondent is the 
difficulty of bcheving in any miracle. I have no diffi- 
culty at that point. 
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that lamb in His arm, and carried him in His bosom 
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LESSON 12. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 
HY is the prima donna at the concert so 
W sites with “Annie Laurie” or “The Last . 
Rose of 1 gent ag . class that, ee 
ive Mr, Ridgway’s answer in his first paragraph. 
rs. dying ec tap dots boy, in great physical suf- 


fering, was asked if he would like to be sung to. 
“Yes, 


he replied, Ps ‘There'll be no dark valley 
when Jesus comes.’” His mother was able to begin 
that song, that had been a lullaby in baby days, and 
his father, whé is writing this Pilot, was able to finish 
ter the Shepherd gathered 


(Isa. 40: 11) (Round-Table, 2). . 

The Shepherd Psalm is not to be said, although we 
are constantly asking young folks if they can say 
it, but it is to be gt It is a good death-bed lullaby 
for God’s children, big or little, but it is even bet- 
ter to sing throughout life along with the daily task. 
Notice how Dr.-Smellie entitles his article, and how 
he concludes it, and isn’t his interpretation of this 
Song Psalm in itself a song? Perhaps if the teacher 
follows Mr. Ellis’ suggestion to find out why the 
members of the class love this Psalm, he would find 
that they had been singing it If we put our ear to 
history we catch the skylark echoes of its melody 
in every century from the voices of prophets, apostles, 
martyrs, reformers, missionaries, and all the saipts. 
Mr. Ellis, as well as other lesson writers, suggests 
that the teacher read that compelling interpretation 
of this Psalm, “The Song of the Syrian -Guest.” 


Our Backgreund Material 


The Twenty-third Psalm was meant by God to 
be sung. Some conservative commentators believe 
that the “Psalm titles” are inspired, though “modern 
critics do not seem able to rise beyond musical 
instruments and terminology, or ‘catch-words’ of 
popular songs or tunes. ‘The Psalm-titles are said 
to be really often sub-scriptions, to the preceding 
Psalm, although in’ other cases they are super-scrip- 
tions.’ Following the teaching of Dr. J. W. Thirtle, 
who wrote “The Titles of the Psalms: Their Nature 
and Meaning Explained,” the Companion Bible says: 

“The words used in these sub-scriptions 
refer.to momentous truths, and not to musical terms ; 
to teaching, and not to tunes; to instruction, and 









JUNE 20. THE LORD OUR SHEPHERD 


Psalm 23 
Golden Text.—Jehovah is my shepherd ; 
. ,I shall not want.—Psalm 23: 1! 





Devotional Ezekiel 34 : 11-16. 
Adlionl Material ir Teaches ; John 10:18 
Primer org: en. salm 23: 1-6. . 
Memory Verse: He careth for you:—1 Peter §: 7. 
Junicr Topic: The Psalm. 
Memory Verses: Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
x Topic : Trusting God for Everything. 


bnnmeiinn and Senior 
aay tr ibe Prorle apd M tthew 6 324-34; Petperss 4:19; 


+ Peter 5:7. ; 











1 Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leadeth me beside ‘still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: 

He guideth me in the paths of righteousness for his 


mame’s sake. ‘ . 
(tS I walk through the valley .of *the shadow | 
of 


. 
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
' § Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies: 


Thou hast anointed my head with oil; 
My cup runneth over. 
6 *Surely goodness and lovingkindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life; . 
And I shall dwell in the house of Jehovah ‘for ever. 
1Heb. waters of rest. "Or, deep darkness (and so else- 
where) *Or, only ‘Heb. for length of days. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








_not to instruments; to sense, and not to sound. They 


are for those who have a heart for music, and not 
merely an ear for music; they are for Enochs who 
walk with God, and not for: Tubal-Cains who handle 
the harp and the organ. They pertain to the things 
of the Spirit, and not to ‘things made with hands.’” 

These “Psalm titles” are not invariably given in 
our versions and editions of the Bible as they are 
quoted by these authorities. 

Thirty-four Psalms, adds the Companion Bible, 
have no title at all. The title of Psalm 23 is “always 
the rendering of Shir, and denotes words that are to 


be sung, as distinct from Mizmor,” which means - 


“meditation,” as with Psalm 17. 
The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pegesrepns in those articles. will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

_Three suggestive plans for teaching this Psalm 

are Dr. Griffith Thomas’ threefold analysis in The 

Lesson’s Main Message, Dr. Smellie’s fourfold 


analysis, and Mrs. Askew’s general scheme. In any 
case, or should the teacher make his own plans from 
a careful study.of all, the lesson writers, the key- 
verse is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1, 1), and is 
the heart center of Mr. Pace’s remarkable dia am, 
which he accompanies with an illuminating explana- 
tion. 

From this key-verse likewise unfolds a rich study 
of the Jehovah titles, as is suggested by Mrs. As- 
kew .(1). —— Ra- , the rd my Shepherd 
- 1), is also Jehovah Jireh, the Lord will provide 

v. 2; cf. Gen, 22:14); he is Jehovah Ropha, the 
Lord who healeth thee (v. 3, first ‘clause; cf. Exod. 
15:26); Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our righteous- 
ness (v. 3, last clause; cf. Jer. 23:6); Jehovah Nissi, 
the Lord my banner, or my victory (v. 4; cf. Exod. 
17:15); Jehovah Jah, the Lord my strength and - 
song (v. 5; cf. Isa. 12:2); and Jehovah Shammah, 
the Lord is present (v. 6; cf. Ezek. 48:35). 

Have you a good picture in the Primary room, as 
Mrs. Bryner @) suggests? After letting the chil- 
dren describe ft, it would. clinch the teaching (Mrs. 
Bryner’s Review and Lesson Story, and Mr. Rogers, 
1, and 2 with preceding paragraphs) to follow Mr. 
Smith’s suggestions as to using the Little Jetts’ ef- 
fective study. The Jetts make a concise review of 
Mr. Knight’s popular treatise, “The Song of Our 
Syrian Guest,” and grown-ups, too, could profitably 
use this plan for their lesson study. 

How David may have been led to write this favor- 
ite of all the. Psalms is suggested by Mr. Rogers (1). 
_ How “great David's greater Son” confirms David 
is suggested by Mrs. Askew (3), and put in strik- 
ing parallel in Mr. Jewell’s article on this page. 
The Truth that Is Golden 

Jehovah “is” (v. 1). 

My Shepherd. 

“He who calls the muster-roll of the stars, and 
reigns over a million worlds, is mindful of each 


separate member of his flock. . . . He misses no one 
in the crowd” (Dr. Smellie). 
Teaching Points : 

The Twenty-second, Twenty-third, and Twenty- 
fourth Psalnis form a trilogy emphasizing the atone- 
ment, resurrection, and second coming of our Lord. 
They are the Psalms of the Cross, the Crook, and 
the Crown, and speak of justification, sanctification, 
and glorification. Dr. Thomas comfnents upon this in 
the second section of The Graded Topics, and the 

(Continued on next page) 
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How David Reflected Christ in the Twenty-third Psalm 


By George R. Jewell, Louisville, Ky. 


The Lord is my Shepherd; - 


























That is what David said he would find in the Good Shepherd, and one day it occurred to me to see how this Twenty-third Psalm was fulfilled in Christ. 


This is what I found in Christ’s own words. 


§ am the Good Shepherd. 

Come unte me, all ye that labor and are heavy ladea, and | will give you rest. 
if any man thirst, let him come ante me, and drink. 

The Son of man hath pewer on earth to forgive sins. 

1 am the way, the truth, and the life. 

Le, | am with you alway. 

The Father . . . shall give you another Comforter. 

1 am the bread of life: be that cometh to me shall never haziger. 


~ “Fy REST. 
| DRINK. 

FORGIVENESS. 

GUIDANCE. 

COMPANIONSHIP, 

COMFORT. 

FOOD. 





JOY. That my joy. may be 
- ANYTHING. 








THIS LIFE. 
































ANYTHING IN 
| ANYTHING IN 
ETERNITY. 


He guideth me in the paths of righteousness for bis name's sake. 
Yea, theagh # walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 1 will fear ae evil: fer thou 


Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 


Surely goodness and mercy shall fellow me all the days of my life: 


| Sy He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
DRINK. He leadeth me beside still waters, 
FORGIVENESS. He restoreth my soal : 
GUIDANCE. 
COMPANIONSHIP. 
COMFORT. Thy vol eal thy call they confert ws. 
FOOD. 
JOY. Thou ancintest my head with oil ; 
om ANYTHING. My cup runneth over. 
| | ANYTHING IN 
ANYTHING IN : And 1 will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 
Seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unte you. 
I go to prepare a place for you . . . that where | am, there ye may be also. 


in you, and that your joy may be made fall. 
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(Continued from the preceding page) 
latter half of the Family Worship column is largely 
concerned with this teaching. 

The Great Shepherd is the shepherd of the under- 
shepherds as well as of the sheep! That is a com- 
forting thought to-true pastors, and to parents, 
teachers and all responsible for the saving and wel- 
fare of souls. rae ; 

There were false shepherds in the flock of Israel, 
and they exist ed in the fold of the church (Mrs. 
Askew, 2; Family Worship for Tuesday). But they 
can never pluck a real sheep out of the Shepherd's 
hands (John 10: 28). s 

“Only” is the margin of the American Revision 
for “surely” in verse 6 “* 

The serene trust of the Christian is worth more 
than all the millions that earth’s mints have ever 
coined (Illustration Round-Table, 1). ; 

The attention of the class should be called to the 
way in which personal pronouns abound in this 
Psalm of blessed intimacy (Dr. Thomas, III, 4; Mr. 
Howard; Dr. Smellie, in his comment on the mi- 
nuteness of the Shepherd love). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 
' Stag is the valley of the shadow? (Dr. Thomas, 

’ 2. ring 

Does the metaphs€ really change from pasture to 
banquet hall in verse'5? (Dr. Thomas, I, 3, but note 
also Mr. Rogers, 4.) 

Will David be again an undershepherd over Israel? 
If. not, what does Ezekiel 34723 mean? ; 

PHILADELPHIA. m 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Interest—The motive of all 
mental activity is some interest, instinctive or 
acquired. 











ROBABLY few who have ever heard the Shep- 

herd Psalm have not learned to love it. Perhaps 
not many have tried to analyze the reason for their 
abiding interest in it. The fact of that interest is 
of course an advantage with which the teacher is 
able to approach the lesson; the interest is already 
there, active and not latent,. It would. not be.a fruit- 
less exercise to ask the class to give the reasons why 
they like this bit of God’s Word. It might reveal 
to the teacher more of the inner life of his pupils 
indirectly than a searching questionnaire which they 
would answer with more or less of self-consciousness 
and unconscious camouflage. Some having learned 
it in early life have lived with it as a‘ familiar friend 
through the years, and it has stood the test, as God’s 
Word always does, of revealing itself in greater rich- 
ness and fulness as life’s capacity enlarges. Others 
will have found it a precious comfort in life’s trials 
and sorrows. It has stood the practical test, as God’s 
Word ever does. i 

But. the very familiarity of the class with the 
Psalm precludes to a degree the appeal to the factor 
of novelty which is also one of the, strong appeals 
to interest. This factor if brought to bear will of 
course concern itself with some new way of lookin 
at the familiar passage. Many teachers will be helped 
in this by reading the well-known booklet “Our 
Syrian Guest”. (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 28 cts. to 80 
cts., postpaid). A device not without merit is to read the 
.familiar words with special emphasis on every first 
personal pronoun, — “I,” “my,” and “me.” This will 
reveal one reason for the strong hold the Psalm 
has on the hearts of men. But do not fail to read 
it again and emphasize “he” and “thou,” and realize 
how over against our every personal need is’ set the 
rich provision of our personal Lord. 

PHILADELPHIA, 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





3. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The title is rightly regarded as indicating David’s 
authorship, though it is not known when it was 
written. Some think that the experience is so rich 
that it must refer to his later days, while on the 
other hand the allusions to the shepherd life are 
thought, to indicate the earlier period, when he was a 
shepherd lad. The Psalm must be taken in various 
ways, but especially the statement of verse one, “The 
Lord is my shepherd,” followed by the argument “I 
shall not want,” shoul be regarded as the key, and 
then the rest of.the Psalm as the result of not want- 
ing because the Lord is our shepherd. The same idea 
in general can be taken in another way by looking 
at the Psalm in a threefold aspect. (1) 


Experience (vs. 1-3). Notice the fourfold expres- 
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sion of this: (1) Rest (v. 2); (2) refreshment (v. 
2), (3) restoration (v. 3); (4) rule -(v. 3). Thus 

provides first of all for our spiritual condition 
of soul in the rest of fellowship, and this leads on 
to the refreshment which comes from fellowship. 
Then in turn will result restoration and the guidance 
in paths of righteousness. 


Confidence AS 4). 


Again there are four points 
to be noted. (1 ,place; (2) the presence ; (3) 
the power; (4) the peace. The word “valley” refers 
to a ravine where the trees over it shut out the 
sun and make it dismal. The reference is not to 
death, but to any darkness in life. " 
be rendered, “valley of deep darkness,” and in the 
dense gloom of these experiences the believer is 
conscious of God’s presence, his power in defending 
from harm (rod), and his guidance in difficulty 
(staff). All this gives boldness and resoluteness, as 
the soul says, “I will fear no evil.” (2) 

Satisfaction (vs. 5-6). At this point, the older 
commentators think that the figure changes from God 
as shepherd to God as host, but Freeman’s book 
fees below) elaborates in a ey helpful form “The 

ng of Our Syrian Guest,” by Knight (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, 28 cts. to 80.cts.), and it seems best to 
keep up the idea of shepherd. Once again there are 
four thoughts: (1) Enmity (v. 5); (2) enjoyment 
(v. 5); (3) expectation (v. 6); (4) end (v. 6). 

he table suggests provision, and oil expresses glad- 
ness, and the cup running over indicates abundance 
and satisfaction. Whether with Mr. Knight we think 
of the shepherd anointing the bruised sheep as they 
enter the fold at night, or whether, with older writers, 
we think of God as our host, two thoughts are clear 
—divine grace and divine joy. The Psalm closes 
with a forward look and its crowning point is fel- 
lowship and permanence hereafter in the presence of 
God. (3) ; 

Books.—Among the many books, three call for 
special mention. Perhaps the freshest and most ~- 
gestive treatment of this well-known psalm is “Life 
on the Uplands,” by Freeman (Geo. H. Doran Co., 
New York, 75 cts, net). Other books are the “Psalm 
of Psalms,” by Stalker (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New 
York, 90 cts.). There are also most helpful expo- 
sitions in the Expositor’s Bible, Vol. I, by Maclaren 

Doran, $1), and “The Shepherd Psalm,” by 

. B. Meyer (Revell, New York, 30 cts. to $1.25). 
For an ordinary commentary, oxpienstery. of the 
verses, see the volume in the Cambridge Bible for 
Schools, by Kirkpatrick (Geo, P. Putnam’s Sons, 
New’ York, 75 cts.). 

Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16. A pro- 
phetic picture of God as our shepherd: (1) seeking 
(v. 11); (2) gathering (vs. 12, 13); (3) feeding (v. 
14); (4) caring (v. 15); (5) healing (v. 16). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 
John 10:1-18. 


John 10: 1-18. The well-known passage referring 
to Christ, and thus illustrating both Psalm 23 and 
Ezekiel 34. 


1. The Fold (vs. 1-6). The place (v. 1) as prob- 
ably suggestive of the community of God’s people. 
The intruders are like the Pharisees, those who pre- 
tend to help but do just the opposite (v. 3). The 
porter is generally interpreted to mean the Holy 
Spirit, who* guards the flock and keeps the entrance 
to the fold. 


2. The Door (vs. 7-10). The claim of Christ is 
clear, and the test of the shepherds is plainly stated. 
There are three results in verse 9: (1) safety; (2) 
liberty; (3) satisfaction. Christ, in contrast with 
the thief, comes not to kill but to give abundant life. 

3. The Flock. In various verses the sheep are de- 
scribed, especially their life (vs. 9, 10); their inter- 
course (vs. 3, 4)5 and their conduct (v. 4). 

4. The Shepherd. (1) We see him in relation to 
the fold; (2) the intruders; (3) the sheep. He is 
Saviour, owner, friend, and guide. He saves, keeps, 
loves, and gathers. The supreme proof of his work 
is the giving of his life for the sheep. He lays down 
bis a (v. 15) that they may have abundant life 

v. 10). 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Trusting God for 
Everything. The words of verse 1, “I shall not want,” 
are expressive of absolute confidence in him who is 
our shepherd, and everything in the Psalm can be 
taken as part of the assurance of perfect provision. 
We shall not want food (v. 2) ; rest (v. 2); strength 
(v. 3); guidance (v. 3); consolation (v. 4); satis- 
faction (v. 5); hope (v. 6). This is only a little of 
the wonderful fullness of the Psalm; and elsewhere 
in Scripture the believer is encouraged to trust God 
oe ped for all he needs (Matt. 6: 25-34; Phil. 4: 

» 7). . 

2. Young People and Adults: Our Divine Shepherd. 
The Additional Material is a reminder, as suggested 
by this Psalm, of what God is to the soul. (1) A 
shepherd is needed. The sheep are often weak, way- 
ward, and helpless, and the shepherd, so far from 
having an easy life, has to do almost everything for 
his sheep. e, too, need a shepherd or we should 


not find the way (Isa. 53:6; Luke 15:4, 5). (2) 
A shepherd is provided. 


In the Old Testament God 


The verse might * 
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is often —— of as a shepherd of. Israel, and in 
the New Testament Christ is mentioned three times 
as our shepherd. He is the Good Shepherd who died 
(John 10:11); the Great Shepherd who rose,‘(Heb. 
13:20); and the Chief Shepherd who is coming (1 

eter 5:4). Thus his work as shepherd is associ- 
ated with-the three outstanding facts of. his redemp- 
tive work. 
IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text is the keynote ‘of everything. 

1. The Shepherd Experienced, “My sheep.” This 
is a Psalm full of pronouns. Of the first person 
singular there are seventeen instances; of the second, 
five; and of the third, five. It is only the believer 
who is able to say “my,” because this implies an 
actual possession of Christ as our own Saviour and 


Friend. (4) 
2. The Shepherd Enjoyed. Jehovah. “is” my shep- 
herd. Notice the present tense, which indicates a 


present fact. The believer is able to have much 
more than a vague and general hope, for he can con- 
fidently say “I know” (2 Tim. 1:12). God’s facts 
must be carefully distinguished from God’s promises. 
Facts are to be accepted ; promises are to be expected. 
The former are always in the present tense, while 
the latter are always in the future. We should not 
think of turning these words into a prayer and say- 
ing, “Lord, be Thou my shepherd,” for we accept 
the fact and rejoice in the present assurance that 
ts i now our Shepherd, Master, Guide, and all in all. 


Vv. ‘Leading Questions 
What is the meaning of “I shall not want”? 


What New Testament passages shed light on this 
Psalm? 


How is a shepherd a type of Christ? 

What is the force of the adjectives, “good,” “great,” 
and “chief,” in connection with Christ as our shep- 
herd? 

How are the death, resurrection, and coming of 
Christ applicable to his work as shepherd? 


Show that this is a Psalm both of experience and 
expectation. 
ILADELPHIA. ie . 


The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


OVE iis warp and woof, sum and substance, of 

the shepherd’s calling. That is why God an- 

nexes the name. He is the Best of shepherds, 
because he is the Best of lovers. 


The love of the Shepherd is divine. 

Let us take the word on its ordinary levels; and 
the sheep in the field and. on the hillside live a smaller 
life than their guardian dees. They are feeble, be- 
wildered, helpless; and he must stoop to them, to 
comprehend their~ requirements. But the Shepherd 
of the Old Testament psalm and the New Testament 
Gospel is far more august, and lifted much higher 
above those whom he makes his care. He is the. Lord 
— “infinite, eternal, and unchangeable,” as the West- 
minster Catechism says, “in his being, wisdom, power, 
holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” hat a 
qengnntne of all possible supply ‘this is for the sheep! 

nd what a proof of amazing grace in. the Shepherd! 
The heights from which he condescends are immeas- 
ureable. It is God—none other, none less — who 
espouses our cause and draws near ourselves. We 
see it best when we remember that Jehovah spells 
aso for us, and that Bethlehem and Calvary — the 
nearnation and the Atonement of the almighty 
Lord —~are the unfolding of our Shepherd’s love. 


Moreover, the love of the Shepherd is minute. 

We are enamored of the singular pronouns of the 
Psalm, the J and the My and the Me. He who calls 
the muster-roll of the stars, and reigns over a million 
worlds, is mindful of each separate member of his 
flock, has an intelligent understanding of the youngest 
and weakest and poorest of his people, cares for me 
and follows me.with his goodness and mercy. He 
individualizes. He misses no one in the crowd. 
Sometimes we complain, “I am not perfectly under- 
stood.” But, if we are the Lord’s sheep, we are per- 
fectly understood. The Shepherd does not confuse 
us with our meighbor, nor forget our special conflict, 
nor demand that type of service we are not fitted 
to yield him, nor one recollection of one faithful- 
ness we lay at his blessed feet. No love is so par- 
ticular and so discriminating as his. 


Then, too, the love of the Shepherd is continuous. 

M. Gédet, devout Swiss commentator, interpret- 
ing Christ’s parable-of the Good Shepherd, finds in 
it a morning and a noontide and an evening provision 
and watchfulness and defense; and a dear and hon- 
ored expositor of the Shepherd Psalmg—W. Y. Fuller- 
ton — traces its progress right through the day, from 
the waking consciousness to the sunset healing and 
the night assurance. We start with the Sh rd’s 
refreshthent, in the green pastures and beside the 
still waters.of the Word and prayer. We have the 
midday pause, when he restores our souls, buffeted 
in the dusky lanes and wrangling marts of the world. 
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Lesson for June 28 
Psalm 23 


There is the afternoon march, through 
the most difficult hours of all, when he 
himself leads us in the paths of right- 


eousness. When the shadows lengthen, 
bringing their own dangers and forebod- 


ings, he is in the Valley by our side, and 
the depressions and alarms are gone. 
And, at the day’s close, he gives us a 
new anointing of the oil of the Spirit, 
and a running-over cup of blessing, and, 
as we cast our thought back over his 

idance and grace, our hearts are rein- 
orced and glad. The Shepherd’s love 
is continuous, from morning till night 
and from night till morning, each day, 
and all the days, even to the end. 


But there is no end. For the love 
of the Shepherd is eternal. 

For ever —with that great word the 
Psalm concludes; it climbs, as old Sir 
Thomas Browne would say, to an O Alti- 
tudof Our human affections have a hun- 
dred adversaries, trying to check and de- 
feat them.. “Space is against us; it can 

art. Time is against us; it can chill.” 

ut the love of the Lord abides, endures, 
lasts undiminished and irrevocable through 
this world and the next, It is an inheri- 
tance to which St. Peter’s musical ad- 
jectives apply — aphthartos kai amiantos 
kai amarantos, indestructible, taintless, 
unfading. It saves us, keeps us, sanc- 
tifies us, leads us from strength to 
strength, meets and con uers our every 
necessity, just now; and it will ‘not be 
content till it has brought us to the house 
of the Lord which is eternal in the 
heavens. 


Let us throw our whole soul into the 
regnant possessive, The Lord is my 
hepherd. And let us say and sing Chris- 
tina Rosetti’s humble and grateful song: 


“ Little Lamb, who lost thee? 
I myself, none other. — 
Little Lamb, who found *thee? — 
Jesus, Shepherd, Brother. 
Ah, Lord, what I cost Thee! 
Canst Thou still desire? — ‘ 
Still Mine arms surround thee, 
Still I lift thee higher, 
Draw thee nigher.” 


CarLukeE, SCOTLAND. 
ye 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Why We Shall Win.—/ shall not want 
(v. 1). The hardest song to sing is 


the old familiar song. This is why the] 


prima-donna niakes up her concert pro- 

am with the “classical stuff.” If she 
is feeling just right and the audience 
is responsive she may give you Annie 
Laurie or Suwanee River or Home, 
Sweet Home, or some other as an, en- 
core. But ordinarily she is “stingy” with 
the old familiars. And for good rea- 
son. It requires great skill and a fine 
touch to work around such a delicate 
thing as a human heart. This is why 
this psalm is the hardest passage in the 
book for a lesson writer to tackle. As 
I have treated this lesson several times 
in the thirteen years I have sat in this 
Corner I have already sung my best. 
It is the summer of 1918, and we have 
set our teeth and gripped our battle- 
axes and are fighting with God against 
crowned wickedness. I am on the train 
going through Pennsylvania to the Sun- 
day-school convention at Buffalo. Never 
was such promise of bumper crops as 
the hillsides show. Ever since we went 
to war a year ago, I have been saying 
to folks who are afraid, “Don’t worry, 
the Lord is our Shepherd, we shall not 
want. Every village steeple proclaims 
the fact. Every little school-house Sun- 
day-schoo] sipgs “Amen.’”. Our gov- 
ernment in the hands of such men as 
Elders Wilson and Marshall and Lansing. 
Uncle Joe Daniels, the Methodist. While 
over across the sea is Deacon Lloyd 
George, the Baptist: And Haig, Joffre, 
Foch, Pershing, and good Christians who 
know “the Twenty-third Psalm.” 


The World’s Hunger.-—Green pastures 
.. - Still waters (v. 2). Some years ago 
the late Mr. Burgess Warren asked me 
to his home to see his collection of pic- 
tures by the Barbizoh artists. The gem of 
the collection was a lovely little sheep pic- 
ture by Jacques. It shows a lovely 


meadow, with some sheep coming to the 
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shaded pool in the foreground to drink. 
It is painted as ons | Jacques at his best 
could do. “When I am sick,” said Mr, 
Warren, “I have them take that down 
and set it in my bedroom so I can al- 
ways see it.” “Certainly you do,” I 
replied, “for it is nothing less than the 
Twenty-third Psalm put into color and 
feeling.” The human heart, sick or well, 
is hungry for green pastures and still 
waters. Riley’s greatest poem would 
be voted by almost every man to be 
“The Old Swimmin’ Hole.” The still 
water behind the clover field and under 
the willows—the one place where 
Trouble and Carking Care never invade. 
A sign we often see hung up, “Life is 
just one thing after another.” With 
the business-man, if it isn’t his supplies, 
it is his a With the homemaker, if 
it isn’t the children it is the work woman 
who has disappointed. And both the 
man on the street and the woman in the 
home sigh for the green pasture and 
still water. Well, Jesus is the Good 
ee who leads us to these: Elysian 
1e s. 


Up the Susquehanna.—The valley of 
the shadow of death (v. 4). This Sus- 
quehanna val °y I am going through is 
some valley. am now on the upper 
reaches of the river, having just passed 
Williamsport. Great wheat-fields just 
beginning to put on their gold stretch 
away to the green wooded hilltops. The 
river is like a mirror. I see trees stand- 
ing on their heads and our train is rush- 
ing along upside down. The glorious 
valley is full of beauty and life. Look 
at that herd of fine cattle out yonder! 
Yet we have just passed a freight train 
¢ up in the ditch. Suppose that axle 

ad broken just as we came rushin 
along at fifty. miles an hour! Woul 
this valley have been for us to-day the 
sweet and lovely valley of life, filling 
us train folks who have eyes with joy? Or 
the valley of the shadow of death? Yes, it 


| 
i 





depends entirely on who you are, what 


Christian and in the place of duty there 
is no fear of evil for you, whether 
the train keeps the track or not, Re- 
member the illustration when we had 
this lesson before, of the bofs crouch- 
ing in the path by the railroad track and 


us? 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE "following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of July 4, “David in Camp and 

Court” (1 Sam. 17:1 to 18:19), will be 
found useful. ‘ 


The suggestions“are hete given in advance, 


tion I mentions works from various pub- 


tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

1. Commentaries on ‘: Samuel are the vol- 
umes in the Pulpit Commentary (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; 
sold only in sets) and the Cambridge Bible 


York, 75 cts.). Books on David are very 
numerous, and .the best are “David the King 
of Israel,” by Dr. W. M. Taylor (Harper and 
Bros., New York, $1.50), and “David,” by 
F. B. Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1). Z 

II. A lesson with a fight! Plenty of action 
for the boys here*and for the men too. 


you want a most interesting (true) story 
for yourself With material for very practical 
application from a real life to give to the 
class, you should secure “Anthony Com- 
stock, Fighter,” written by the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times. Mr. Comstock 
fought the giant of vice—and this is the 
thrilling story of his splendid moral cour- 
age and endurance. (For_sale by The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.25, post- 
paid.) 
we 


Would you like to renew acquaintance 
with Alice-Palace, Henny-Penny, and 
the other live youngsters, and that father 
who was one of them? These stories, 
reprinted from the Children’s Depart- 
pment, and fully illustrated, are found 
now in Mr. Scoville’s fascinating book, 
“The Out-of-Doors-Club,” and may be 
had from The Sunday School jad 
Company at $1.25 a copy. 








For there are modern giants aplenty. If | charming idyl, “The Song of Our Syrian 


‘ou are, and where you are. If you area) 


' 


the shadow of the limited running over | 





so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- , 


lishers, and will be -found, two weeks later,”"| 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- | 


| 
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for Schools (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New | 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 


A SHEPHERD 





eee 


hieeee, 


Psatms 23:'\. 


¢ 











Ss. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 
Little Jetts used William Allen Knight’s 


Guest,” in illustrating the Shepherd Psalm. 
Therefore the treatment will be better un- 
derstood if Mr. Knight’s little book is read 
ins connection with it. 


Verse 1. “The good shepherd” watches ever 
so carefully the needs of his flock and sup- 
plies them. On the long journey in search 
of pasture, or returning to the fold at night, 
he will often carry some weak little lamb in 
his bosom. ‘ 


Verse 2. Sheep are afraid to drink from 
a rough or running stream. They are 
timid creatures, and like to drink the water 
drawn from the deep cool wells, usually 
found in some place known to the shepherd. 

Verse 3. Sometimes the way lies along the 
rocky ledge of the mountainside, the path is 
narrow, and there are dangers on every side. 
Careful leading is necessary here. The “path 
of righteousness” is narrow but ‘upward. 

Verse 4. There are many dangers from 

ich the sheep must be protected by the 
strong arm and skill of the shepherd. Some- 
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times it is a wild beast. This is the valley 
of death. The sheep huddle while their pro- 
tector defends them, risking his own life. 


Verse 5. (a) “Prepare a table in the pres- 
ence of enemies.” A grassy plot is reached, 
but the flock is not allowed to enter until 
the shepherd has gone before, examined for 
poisonous plants or killed the reptiles which 
await innocent victims. 

Verse 5. (b) “Thou ‘anointest my head.” 
As the sheep enter the fold in the evening, 
one by one they are -carefully examined, and 
bruised or scratched places anointed with a 
healing balm. Sometimes the sheep is 
simply fagged, and the shepherd bathes its 
head with the soothing lotion. 

Clip scenes apart, paste on cardboard and 
distribute to pupils (the Sunday before) with 
request to come prepared to show how the 
scene illustrates the Eastern shepherd’s ac- 
tual manner of shepherding. When the pupil 
does this, let him (or another) ghow the spir- 
itual parallel in the case of “the Lord our 
Shepherd.” The teacher should be well pre 
pared to hold the figure true. 


Save the scenes for Review Sunday. 


v4 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the le: If later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of ptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 w 
are greatly preferred. They will be accep 
ahead of longer ones equally goed. 


Provided For.—/ shall not want (v. 1). 
In one of Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman’s meet- 
ings, a man rose to give the’ following 
remarkable testimony. “I got off at the 
Pennsylvania depot one day as a tramp, 
and for a year I begged on the streets 
for a living. One day I touched a man 
on the shoulder and said, ‘Mister, please 

ive me a dime.’ As soon as I saw his 
ace I recognized my old father. ‘Father, 
don’t you know me?’ I asked. Throw- 
ing his arms around me he cried, ‘I 
have found you, I have found you, all 
I have is yours.’ Men, think of it, that 
I, a tramp, stood begging my father for 
ten cents, when for eighteen years he 
had been looking for me, to give me all 








he was worth.”—Abbreviated from “The 
King’s Business.” Sent b ise ¢. B. 
James, Toronto, Can. he prize for 


this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Our Restoring Shepherd.—He re- 
storeth my soul (v. 3). There ‘is one 
[eae I think you misinterpret: “The 

ruised reed he will not break.” Do you 
know that the shepherd in olden times 
played- upon these reeds? They were 
very easily bruised; but when they were 
bruised they were never mended, «The 
shepherd could so easily make another 
one; he would snap the old one and 
throw it away and get another. 
The Bible says it is not so with our 
Shepherd. hen.the music has gone 
out of a man’s soul, does not snap 
him in twain and throw him away. He 
mends and restores: “The bruised reed 
che will not break.”"—#From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 


When in the Valley.—Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou 
art with me (v. 4). A dying child, 
when asked, “Is the valley very dark?” 
replied, “I do not see the valley; I 
just see Him.”—From “The Transfigured 
Valley,” by the Rev. William Miller. 
Sent by Mrs. H. G. Morgan, Dallas, 
Texas. 


His Horror of Death.—Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil (v. 4). In 
striking contrast with this assurance is 
the fact that perhaps no man ever stood 
in worse dread of death than the late 
Alfred Krupp, of Prussia, the great 
cannon king, who was literally a manu- 
facturer of death. He never forgave 
any one who spoke to him of dying. 
Every employee throughout his vast 
works was strictly forbidden to refer to 
the subject of death in conversation. 
He fled from his own home when a rela- 































































‘(v. 4). A 


' sheep_ where they could be hurt? 
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when Mrs. Krupp remonstrated he be-| maki 
that a life-long sepa- | throu 
-ration ensued. At his last sickness he| the frightened creature pushed through 


came 80 enrage 
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tive of his wife suddenly died there, and| Finally he stood quietly by the fence; The sheep heard and knew his voice 


and suddenly with a wild « 


offered his physician a million dollars| another part of the fence and fled across 


if he would prolong his life ten years. 
But no mint of money could buy exten- 


the pasture. 
been for the sheep if -he had let his 


How easy it would have 


sion of life, much less the serene trust| helper lead him through into that green 


of the Christian.—Adapted from the Rev. 

Theron Brown in the Congregationalist. 

at Kf the Rev. D. H. Strong, Benson, 
t. é 


How to Die.—Through the valley of 


pasture ! 
do not let our Good Shepherd lead us 
where he will! Come now, do you really 
want to be led by the all-wise, loving 
guidance of our Good Shepherd? Of 


How stupid we are when we 


the shadow of death, I will fear no evil| 2%* YOU still wanting just a little bit of 


egro was asked when he 
had sitting up to nurse his master 
one night, “How is your master?” Said 
he, “He is dying. full of life.”"—From 
Spurgeon’s Sermons. Sent by W. G. 
Irving, Westmont, P. Q., Can. (2) 


An Impossible Balance.—My cup run- 
neth over (v. 5). A writer tells of a 
friend who literally kept a daily book 
account with the Lord. On one side he 
put down all he did for God; on the 
other side\he put down what the Lord 
did for him. If a friend helped or 
cheered him, he put. that down. If he 
was sick and then waS restored, he put 
it down. All favors and mercies he 
recorded. After a few weeks of this 


he said, “I can never get a balance. I 
am always hopelessly in debt.” That is 
the story of every life — the divine good- 
ness overflows.—From “Devotional 
Hours with the Bible,’ by J.'R. Miller. 
Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Why They Were Safe.—Jchovah is my 
shepherd (Golden Text). A little girl 
was watching a farmer taking a flock of 
sheep down a steep hill to the river be- 
low. “Oh, dear, he is foing, to let them 
get drowned,” she cried. “No, he isn’t,” 
gg her practical-minded brother. 
ms you suppose he would lead those 


they Belong to him !”’—Frow. Sunday 
School Chronicle, Sent by J. A, Clark. 
Leicester, Eng. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“He leadeth me, O blessed thought.” 
“God will take care of you.” 
“When morning gilds the skies.” 
“O Love that wilt not let me go.” 
“Faith of our fathers! living still.” 
“Out of my bondage, sorrow and night.” 
“Saviour, blessed Saviour.” 
“Now the day is over.” 
.(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 23: 1-6 (45 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-22 (53 : 1-3). 
Psalm 80 : r-19 (164 : 1-3). 
Psalm 78 : 1-72 (162 : 1-3). 
Psalm 16: 2-13 (24 : 3-4). 


From the Platform 


. By Philip E Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou art the Good Shepherd and we would 
give heed to thy voice. Thou hast spread 
thy lovingkindness about us, but so often we 
have been wayward and. have wandered far 
from thee. May we no longer take to our own 
paths, but may we follow where thou dost 
lead, not leaving with reluctance the ways 
of our own choosing, but committing our- 
selves to thee with joyful expectation and 
assurance of thy perfect shepherding care. 
In thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If I should ask 
you to repeat the Twenty-third Psalm, 
you could do it. If I should ask you 
whether you would really like to have 
Jesus lead you as a shepherd leads his 
sheep in the shepherd’s own good way, 
you would say, yes. But how much 
do we really live the. Twenty-third 
Psalm? Are those personal pronouns 
full of meaning to us? One day a man 
in the mountain. country found a sheep 
dashing up and down outside a wire 
fence, unable to get back into the pas- 
ture where the other sheep were. The 
man made an opening in the fence where 
the sheep could easily come through, but 
the sheep would do nothing but rush 
back and forth. Then the man tried to 
drive the poor creature toward an open- 
ing, but it would have none of that. 











your own way? 
things he will do for us: 


Here are some of the 





THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


PROVIDES 
LEADS 
RESTORES 
GUIDES 
GUARDS 


IS HE MY SHEPHERD ? 














bookkeeping he gave it up. “It’s no use,” F Department Helps ” 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—While in the Primary De- 

artment nearly every child learns 

the Twenty-third Psalm, but many chil- 

dren, and older people too, repeat it with 
little or no thought of its meaning, 

“The Song of the Syrian Guest,” 

by William Allen Kniglit, explains in a 


graphic way the care of an Oriental 


shepherd for his sheep. 1 
Among the few permanent pictures 
on the walls of every: Primary room 
should be found “Christ, the Good Shep- 
herd,” which sug ts his own Words, 
“I am the Good Shepherd,” also “Christ 
Blessing Little Children.” Reference 
may: have been made to this last Sun- 
day in the general program for Chil- 
dren’s Day, when God’s care of birds, 
flowers, and children is unusually em- 
phasized. In the most familiar copy of 
this picture are some sheep drinking, 
yet many people have never observed 
them. Help the children to discover them 
or show any other’sheep picture. (1) 


Lesson Teaching.—God provides more 
than a shepherd’s care for his children. 
Introduction—Among the first stories 
which little children learn, is “Mary had 
a little lamb.” Talk about her loving 
care of her one pet lamb and the ques- 
tion of the other children: 
“ What makes the lamb love Mary so? 
The eager children cried. 
Why, Mary loves the lamb, you know: 
The teacher quick replied.” 


Review.—David_was the youngest of 

eight brothers.. God watched his care 
for the sheep, and knew that when he 
was older he could trust him to care for 
his people as king, so he sent Samuel 
to anoint him to be king some day. 
. While caring for his sheep, David 
learned other things. He could. play on 
the harp; he could write and sing songs, 
some of which are so beautiful that they 
have been kept in the Bible, so that we 
may learn them if we wilk The most 
beautiful is called “The Shepherd 
Psalm,” which David. wrote when he 
was thinking that God’s care is more 
wonderful than a shepherd’s care for 
his sheep. It begins, The Lord is my 
shepherd — (repeat it if the children 
know it, then tell the story briefly). 


Lesson Story—David was a shepherd 
who cared for his father’s sheep. Every 
day he had to find good pastures of green 
grass where the sheep could feed, and 
cool, still waters where they could drink. 
When the sheep had eaten enough they 
would often le down to rest in the 
green pastures. 

en the grass was all gone in one 
pasture, the shepherd led his flock to 
another. “ Sometimes the path was nar- 
row and steep, over a high hill,- but. the 
good shepherd’ led the way and caled. 


an cocning for the sh to ° end follerct. 
r sheph 





were never afraid 

ete aleetd er tty weet dnd in Be 

eep slipped or its wool ca in th 

thorns along the way, the shepherd 

loosened it and lifted it with his staff 

to a safe place. The Staff had a crook 
at the end. 

The shepherd examined the new pasture 
before he would allow the sheep to eat 
there. Poison weeds might be growing 
in the grass, which must be pe ed up, 
or there might be snake holes in the 


ground. 

When the day was over the shepherd 
led the way to a fold where the sl 
would be safe for the night. Sometimes 
he carried a baby lamb or one that was 
tired. At the door of the fold he held 
his rod and counted his sheep as they 


‘passed under it. If one was missing he 


went to find it. j 

If the shepherd saw a bruise or scratch 

on one of sheep he anointed it with 
oil. If a sheep looked tired or thirsty 
he plunged ts face in the big cup of 
cool water which sometimes ran over. 
He was good and kind to his sheep in 
every way. 

“ Little lambs, so white and fair, 
Are the shepherd’s constant care. 
Now he leads their tender feet 
Into pastures green and sweet.” 


It was when David thought of a shep- 
herd’s care that he wrote, The Lord _is 
my Shepherd. Like a shepherd He 
careth for you, too. Sing— 

“We yo gad lambs of Christ’s: flock, we are 
told, 

Each - a treasure more precious than 

gold; 

Though- we are many, He loves all the 


same, ; 
Tenderly calling each one by his name.” 


(Carols, Leyda_ Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 


After the Story—Sing, “Saviour, like 
a shepherd lead us.” Before going 
ome the children might copy, to learn, 
The Child’s Evening Prayer, from Songs 
for Little People (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 
85 cts.) : 
“ Jesus, tender shepherd, hear me, 
Bless. thy little lamb to-night, 
Through the darkness be thou near me, 
Keep me safe till morning light.” 


Peorta, Itz. 
Sa 


Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Repeating Psalm 323. 
Discussion: How David would know 
about sheep; a sheep’s characteristics 
and needs; Jehovah also our host. 
Main points: Christ our Good Shep- 
herd; no fear to those who follow him; 
our Father meets all our needs. 


Illustration: A story of the war. 











6 LOSE your Bibles and repeat the 

Twenty-third Psalm,” commanded 
teacher, and we did. Teacher said this 
Psalm is given us -right here because 
it was written by David, the shepherd 
boy whom we anointed-king last Sun- 


day. 

Teacher thinks perhaps when David 
was having wars and troubles of all 
kinds he slipped away from Jerusalem 
one day and went back to Bethlehem to 
visit his old father and mother, to sort 
of get cheered up again, you know; and 
that the sight of those pastures and 
valleys brought back to him memories of 
his boyhood, and reminded him that he 
could trust God just as ‘the sheep used 
to trust him. (1) 

I gave the chief characteristics of 
sheep as helplessness and tfust, and that 
is like us. Bulldog Jones insisted that 
a sheep’s main point was foolishness, 
and teacher said that is like us, too. 

Carl thought a sheep needed most of 
all guidance, food, protection, and love 
from the shepherd, and. we figured out 
where these are promised in the lesson, 
and how that was just what God sent 
his. Son to do for us. 

We turned over to John where Jesus 
said he was the Good Shepherd, and read 
the verses that say we are to follow 
him; that he is our food, the bread of 
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life, you know; and that he gave his 
in defending the 2 
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valley now that can scare a Chris- 
tian. In temptation, sorrow, persecu- 
tion, even death, we need fear no 
for oe has been through them 
and is with us. Aer 
He told about one time in France when 
his company was crawling toward 
a German trench about daylight, scared 
half to death, expecting the machine 
guns to open on them any minute. But 
when they got there another comeety 
had beat them to it, captured the trenc 


sheep | to the left, you know, and then dashed 


along and cleaned out that section, too. 
The Germans had all been killed or 
driven out, and six Americans lay the 
dead or wounded. ; a 

Teacher says that’s a little like. what 
Jesus has done for us. He has cleaned 
the enemy out of every trench before 
us, by his own death, and now by his 
resurrection he s with us and turns 
every dark valley into a triumph. (3) 
~ The last part of the Psalm seems to 
forget about the shepherd idea and thinks 
of an hohored guest. Perhaps this is 
another thought that came to David from 
his visit to the Bethlehem home when 
he needed comfort. The old folks wel- 
comed him with open arms, got up a 
feast in his honor in spite of his being 
hunted by enemies. ey anointed his 
head’ with perfume, filled his cup till 
it fairly ran over, and made him wish 
he could live there always. (4) 

Then God: put the inspired thought 
into his mind: “Jehovah will be my host. 
my loving Heavenly Father. e will 
welcome me no matter how many are 
against me. He will feast my soul, 
anoint me with his Holy Spirit, run La 
cup of blessing ov r,‘and I can and will 
live in his home for ever.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 1.Samuel t2:1-5, 13-25. 


For next Sunday teacher asked us each 
to write an obituary of Samuel. Fa 
didn’t *know what an obituary is till 


| Bulldog told him it is a lot of nice. things 


they print..in. newspapers. after.a man 
is dead. Teacher said 1 fix it up just as 
it would have appeared .in the Shiloh 
Chronicle if there had been newspapers 
in those days. 


* Denver, Cot. 
we 


: My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

x. A study of Jehovah-ra-ah, in the 
Scriptures. 

2. The perfect fulfilment of all these 
promises in Jesus, “the Good Shepherd,” 
in John 10 : 1-16, 

3. The writer of Psaim 23, as revealed 
therein. z 











E MAY be tempted to feel that 

even the riches of this, the crown- 
jewel among the Hebrew eas have 
een exhausted by the. multiplied com- 
mentaries on its meaning and beauty, 
or ‘dulled, especially for church young 
people, by long familiarity with its ex- 
—_ literary form, so. generally the 
rst bit of memory work given to the 
little child beginning Sunday-school. But 
we may approach it to-day, for our girls, 
from a broader viewpoint than. they 
have had before, and thereby open to 
them afresh the exhaustless and precious 
truth contained in its first line, which 
is its title. 


1. Are your. girls fa@iiliar with the 
seven compound jdames of Jehovah in 
his redemptive relation to man, -made 
clear for us in the Amefican Standard 
Version? If so,-you may begin by re- 
calling them, with emphasis on Jehovah- 
va-ah, “Jehovah is my shepherd.” So 
repeatedly does God reveal himself to 
his mace i as their shepherd, through- 
out the Old Testament, and so definitely 
does Jesus claim to be that Good Shep- 
herd; in the New Testament, that it is 


through the Scriptures. One of the best 





ways to realize God is to study him 
through the various names he has given 














well worth whiles to trace this name- 
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ealing the infinite richness of 


. us ( 
. his nature toward us. (1 


to the truth that “Genesis 

the. Bible unfolds” we 
find the first use o ; name in that 
record, 49:24, by Jacob in his farewell 


prophecies concerning his sons. He at- 
tributes ’s strength to “the Mighty 
One of from whom is the s 

herd, - ne of Israel.” (The stone 
‘is al ightening name_of_God. 
used all Scripture.) In Psalm 


80:1 we find an evident. reference to 
that. older verse, and Isaiah 40:9-11 
reveals the tenderness.of this Shepherd 
of Israel. Jeremiah 23:1-4 and 50:6 
picture the evils of false shepherds, while 
1:10 again speaks of the true Shep- 
era. ekiel 34: 1-23 is too tong Se 
class use, but. coment the teacher should 
study it carefully (and should it not 
be a personal warning to us, some of his 
under-shepherds?), and use verse 23 in 
class. It, as well as Micah ict and 
Zechariah 13:7, is directly fulfilled in 
esus’ own claims and life —in his Beth- 
ehem birth, his feeding of the thou- 
sands on bread that perishes as well 
as on the bread of life, and. in his use 
of these very words, in Matthew 26: 31, 
as applying to himiself. (2) 
2. Now ask the girfs to search John 
10: 1-16, as you read Psalm 23 aloud, 
slowly, to note the beautiful parallels be- 


_ tween the promises and Jesus’ fulfilment 


of them, as claimed in his own words. 
If two columns could be kept on the 
blackboard as you read it will add con- 
vincing sight to sound. We have multi- 
plied proof that Jesus was indeed that 
Good Shepherd who had compassion 
on the “sheep not having a_ shepherd,” 
in both his deeds and his words. Per- 
haps your girls are too young to fol- 
low t study into Revelation; where 
the Good Shepherd has become the Lamb 
on the throne— strange metaphor and 
marvelous: truth ! — but teachérs will find 
a rich field for feeding there. (3) 


3. But what of all this in connection 
with David, that young shepherd hoy 
anointed to be Kin 
‘Whether he wrote this little song’ dur- 
‘ing his shepherd days, or ‘when’ as ‘kin 
He fooked’ back to “‘thém’ with longing 


“recollections does not alter the value o 


Psalm 23 as a revelation of his heart and 
of his faith in Jehovah-ra-ah. Surely 
it was during those boyhood years that 


he acquired this view of his God, that | & 


he came to know that the Lord God was 
his true and loving shepherd, even as he 
was then learning from day to day, 
by actual experience of his own work, 
the relation of complete dependence and 
complete devotion between sheep and 
shepherd. Ask the girls to make a quick 
division, through the psalm, of those 
two thoughts: the dependence of the 
helpless sheep and the’ devotion of the 
good shepherd. And then remember 
that David said that all that is true of 
God’s care of his people, and that 
David’s “greater Son” said of himself 
“I ‘am the good shepherd.” Need ws, 
who are his by surrender as well-as by 
creation, ever know a fear when such 
a Shepherd is ours, or may become ours 
by accepting? 

Close your class with that incompar- 
able benediction-prayer in Hebrews 13: 
20 and 21 — and trust the desires of your 
heart for your girls to that “Great Shep- 
herd of the sheep” whose resurrection 
power is greater than all your desires 
and their needs. 


Home Study 
Go through Psalm 23 again, marking 
every Darbar og pronoun, in your heart 
as well as in your Bible, and find the 
one phrase that most expresses your 
need or your gratitude, and make it 
yours forever. 


Attanta, Ga. 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
outstandiny Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
G Sunday-school should know? Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 


utes each Sunday on Smith's Supple-}, 


mental Bible 
wonderfull 
It may be 


Question Course. It's 
interesting and stimulating. 
ad from The Sunday School 


Times Company for. 75 cents. 
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Saul’s_ successor’: 


HE Bible sets forth God as a. Trin- 
ity of Persons in a Unity of Nature; 
in the Old Testament by implication, in 
the New by explicit’ statement. e 


Jehovah-Elohim (Jehovah, the generic 
name, in the sin; r, expressing the di- 
vine Oneness; Elohim,—lit. “Gods”—in 
the plural, suggesting the divine Three- 
néss.) In the New Testament the light 
is even clearer, where God is expressly 
stated te be Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. — 

This fact of the trinity of the Godhead 
is utterly beyond the reach of unaided 
science ; nevertheless, when once the fact 
is known, science comes laden with cor- 
roborative evidence of the imprint of 
this tri-unity all through nature. Wit- 
ness, for example, the fact that all the 
phenomena of nature are reducible to 
ust three categories; no more and no 
a They are substance, form, and 
-force. And how strikingly do these three 
answer to what we know from the Bible 
concerning the Divine Trinity! In the 
Father, who is the First Cause and 
Ground of all being, we have subsiance ; 
in the Son, who is “the very IMAGE of 
His susstance” (Heb. 1:3), the form- 
ulating Logos, wuo alone has revealed 
the Father (John 1:18), we have the 
form; while in the Person of the Holy 
Spirit who enacts that which has been 
willed by the Father, and formulated 
or mediated by the Son, we have the 
force. . * ‘ 

But man also is a three-in-one being, 
created: in the image of. the triune God. 
He is “spirit;:soul, and body” (1 Thess. 
5:23); a further fact that revelation 
alone declares, 
reacts ‘to the. visible creation ; through 
his spirit he reacts to. the invisible Cre- 
ator (John 4:24), and is it not here 
that we have the meaning of the number 
seven that abounds in both nature and 
race? Seven is the number of harmon- 
ious relationship, and it divides into 
3+3+1=7. @ 


There are just seven hues in the rain- 





ye 


‘The Shepherd Psalm in a New Light 
By the Rev. E. J. Pace, D.D. i 


rendering of the Twenty-third Psalm,- as also sub- 
eo ee , Ce eas 6 te Res ee 


name for Godin the Old Testament is } indi 


Through his body. man | be 





exposition, right, 
.D., , O 
eve eaten ete Make a abetinny fe! thirty-two years 


bow, three primary or underived colors 

( -yellow, blue),: 

to e, three secondary or derived 

colors: (orange, green, violet), plue one, 
‘0. vein 

There are just seven tones in. the dia- 
tonic scale ; three full tones (do, re, mi), 
then a half interval (fa), three tull tones 
(sol, la, ti), and ano! half interval 
pe we , a ass of the octave is 
rea . 34+3/2=-7. 

_All the harmonies in the realm of 
sight aré but the blendings of these 
seven lovely hues; all the harmonies in 
the realm of sound are but the blend- 
ings of these seven pure tones. And is 
He not called the “God of Peace,” or 
the “God of harmonious relations,” a 
term occurring just seven times in the 
Bible, six times in the New Testament, 
and once in the Old, where the Mighty 
God is called the “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 
9:6). And in what does this harmoni- 
ous relation consist if not the Trinit 
above (3) bound in blessed oneness (ay 
to the trinity below (3) in an everlast- 
ing blood covenant of life and love 
relationship, as it is written: “Now the 
God of peace [harmonious relations] 
that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, work- 
ing in. you that which is well pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” 
(Heb. 13:20, 21). Oneness with God is 
the goal of redemption, when again the 
“morning stars shall sing together,” and 
wort an anthem of harmomies that will 


And now in the light of the foregoing, 
as the most convenient vehicle to. de- 
pict the beauteous harmonies of this 
gem of psalmody I have chosen the hex- 
agon, that exquisitely symmetrical figure, 
the shape of every snowflake that flut- 
ters from the heavens, whose every side 
is equal to the radius of the circumscrib- 
ing circle, and whose six radii make 





The Lesson Diagram for This Week 


yy sn the house of J, 
Jon 


O° vas 








oo? 


me in the 


Thou preparest a table before 










presence of 





















my 











eo 
ting Ring eS , oO 





ye 
ul =e 


Ness shall follow 


every angle thro just. 60°=34X5, 
three numbers which underlie the numer- 
‘ical structure of the Scriptures. — 
The larger hexagon-encloses a smaller 
one, both of which are divided into 
halves by the same horizontal line, into 
‘the. upper or heavenly ~ half;' and | the 
lower or éarthly half. The outer hexa- 
gon differentiates both the Trinity above 
and the tri-unity below into their’ com- 
ae ag parts, the Father site to 
, the Son opposite to Soul, and the 
Holy Spirit opposite to. Spirit; while 
the inner a integrates these trin- 
ne into their unities, “Jehovah” and 


(a)“Jehovah is my shepherd; J shall 
not want.” Here is the heavenly Suf- 
ficiency meeting and supplying the earthly 
deficiency. bast 

(b) He maketh me to lie.down in green 
pasturesg he leadeth me_ beside © still 
waters.” _Here is food and drink, pro- 
vision for the body. And. who is he 
that so provides? very good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father.” “Your 
Father knoweth what things x have need 
of, before ye ask him.” “Your Father 
feedeth them” (the sparrows); “Ye are 
of more value than many sparrows.” 
“My Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven.” In a word, all provision 
for our earthly life comes, as would be 
natural, from the Father. 


(c) “He restoreth my soul.” Now it 
isa question of sin, through which the 
soul — for “the soul that sinneth it shall 
die” ——has become alienated from the 
life of God, and is hopélessly unable 
to “right” itself. But the Son, given 
by the Father (John 3:16), gave also 
himself a ransom for sinners, “poured 
out his soul unto death,” “his soul was 
made an offering for sin,” and “he shall 
see the travail of his soul’ and “shall 
be satisfied,” for “he loved us and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood” ; yea, 
God “hath made him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.” 
The instant I believe on the only be- 
gotten Son of God my soul is restored 
to a state of flawless righteousness which 
God in fathomless grace imputes to me 
(Ror. 4:'22-25). e bore my sins; I 
bear his righteousness, But now that I 
am restored to righteousness and am 
headed for heaven I greatly need a Guide 
who shall direct my feet in “the way, 
the truth, and the life,” and in this my 
Shepherd fails fe not, for 


(d) “He guideth me in the paths of 
righteousness.”. And is it. not the Holy 
Spirit who guides my spirit in the true 
worship. of the Father? (John’4: 23, 24.) 
But binding together, as it were, like 
a genet the earthly trinity, are the 
words 


(e) “For his name’s sake,” All that 
Jehovah does. for me here on earth is 
for his name’s sake, whether provision 
for the body, salvation for the soul, or 
guidance for the spirit; no merit im- 
pelling him to act inheres in me. 

Now that my reflections have com- 
— the range of my earthly life, and 

have found my Shepherd supplying the 
need of my whole three-in-one being, 
what next? Dissolution of the body, 
disembodiment of the soul. As a on 
my unclad soul enters a dim shadowy 
valley, through’ which, because of. sin, 
I must pass (Rom 5:12). Many dis- 
quieting ee might arise, such as 
‘How will I think without brain cells?” 
or “How can I know, or be known by, 
others?” But all my questions are set at 
rest by my confident trust in my Shep- 
herd as I enter serenely into the shadows 
of that valley. I know that “Thou art 
with me” and the Father who Cared for 
me in the body will care for me out of 
the body. 


(f) “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod 
and thy staff, they comfort me.” But I 
shall not continue, thank God, in that 
shadowy valley; I shall go through it. 
It is not His purpose for us that we 
spend eternity as disembodied ghosts. 
There’s an end to that valley, and it 
will be when Jesus returns from heaven 
to receive his bride (1 Thess. 4: 14-18). 
“For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also that are 
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fallen asleep in Jesus shall God bring 
with him —the dead in Christ shall rise 
first—and be caught up in clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air; so shall we 
ever be with the Lord.” And then what? 


(a) “Thou preparest.a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies.” What 
have we here but the marriage supper 
of the Lamb! Redemption on 
easth at Jesus’ first coming, is finished 
at his second coming. The Bride is now 
at her Bridegroom’s side, at the table 
he has prepared, her enemies, and his, 
discomited. ; 

But the supper is soon over; there 
is work to be done for which there is 
needed the anointing, wherefore 

Ch) “Thou hast anointed my head with 
oil.” Anointing in Scripture is always 
nd service, and is the work of ‘the Holy 

pirit. 

In contemplation of my heavgnly life I 
exclaim with rapture, 2 

(i) “My cup runneth over.” This is 
the ligament, as in the case of the lower 
three, that binds into one the upper three. 

And now for one sweeping conclusion, 
compassing the here sand the there, the 
now and the then. ~\ 

(j) “Surely goodness and lovingkind- 
ness shall follow me all the days of my 
life; and I shall dwell in the house of 
Jehovah for ever.” 

Just one more thing to note. In the 
lower three of.the diagram we find the 
pronoun he. He maketh me to lie down” ; 
‘he restoreth my soul”; “he guideth me,” 
and the like, but in the upper half 
we have thou. “Thou art with me”; 
“Thou preparest”; Thou anointest.” 
Here we walk by faith and we say he; 
there we walk by sight; we shall “see 
him as he is,” and it will be proper to 


say thou. 
; “Bless the Lord, O my soul.” 
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Elementary Questions 


Discussed by Miss Florence E. Norton 
Director of Children's Work of the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 

Massachusetts.—My girls, just graduated 
from the Junior’ Department, do not attend 
regularly. Do you approve of prizes for at- 
tendance which only one or two could win? 
Do you approve for attendance 
which all may win by constant att nce? 
Can you suggest ideas for encouraging a 
loyal class spirit?—E. L. M. Pe 

T DOES not seem wise to offer prizes 

for regular attendance or even spe- 
cial rewards, Why not have an efficiency 
campaign, giving so many points for at- 
tendance, punotuality, lesson studies, and 
the like, keeping careful records and en- 
deavoring to keep each girl interested 
tg aa her marks as high as pos- 
sible, 

It is not always easy to develop a good 
class spirit. It would perhaps help if 
the girls undertook a bit of benevolent 
or missionary work together. They 
should have meetings together during 
the week also for social times and per- 
haps it would be wéll to have some sim- 
ple form of organization. A _ leaflet, 
‘Through the Week Activities for Teen 
Age Organized Classes,” which you may 
obtain from your State Sunday School 
Association will give you many sugges- 
tions. 





What can be done to encourage the habit 
of church attendance on the part of Junior 
boys and girls? 

Bp Junior age is the time to make 

special effort to encourage boys and 
girls to attend church. Children younger 
than this are somewhat dependent upon 
some one to get them ready for church, 
and so cannot always come, even when 
they desire to do so. 

_In the Junior Department church at- 
tendance may be noted in some simple 
way, such as asking pupils who have at- 
tended church to rise. Church atten- 
tion may also be noted by asking the 
pupils questions about the church ser- 
vice, the sermon, and the. like. The 
teacher. who invites her pupils to at- 
tend church with her is always sure of 
having a good church attendance.’ In 
classes where credit is given for punctu- 
ality, lesson peeronen, and other 
things, credit should also be given for 
church attendance. If the pastor can 
be persuaded to tell or have a story told 
for his Junior congregation it will also 
help. If, through the efforts of the Sun- 
day-school teacher, the parents can be 
induced to take their boys and girls to 
church, that will be best of all. 


4 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 


of the International Sunday on 





How many homes should a Visitor have 
charge of? What would you do with a Visi- 
tor who began with six members and by her 
own effort has increased her group to thirty- 
seven, and does not want to give up any 
of these? I could get two new Visitors if 


4 she would be willing to have her district di- 


vided. Should I insist on my right as super- 
intendent, and divide her district? She is 
doing good work, and is willing to give- her 
time.—Perplexed Superintendent. 


bd: have really three questions in 
your brief note, and I will answer 
them by number. ; \ 

1.—Where there is an organized Home 
Department. Council, the superintendent 
has not the right-to divide the district. 
The size of the district (or group). and 
its geographical limitation is decided by 
the council in open conference. This 
is just and fair, and by far the best plan 
for all concerned. It will give this Vis- 
itor a chance to explain how she was so 
successful, and her object in keeping her 
large district. Then by coming to a 
conclusion in open conference, you will 
avoid all appearance of coercion, and no 
ill feeling will be created. 








_ 2, —If a Visitor has been so successful, 
is wi to give her time, and is do- 
ing g work, I should feel inclined to 
allow her to keep her farge district. 
Judging from the length of time that 
your department has-been organized, the 
members whom she has secured have 
been there all the time. No one had 
evidently reached them before, and for 
one Visitor to secure thirty-one new 
members in one year is rather remark- 
able, and you would run the risk, I am 
afraid, of losing some of her members 
if they were now turned over to other 
Visitors who have formerly shown no 
interest in them. , 

Had these members been secured in a 
panerse canvass, your pro woul 

ave been easy to solve; but the fact that 
there has been no special effort made by 
the other Visitors during the year alters 
the aspect. Why not use this as an in- 
centive to the other Visitors in showing 
them what can be done, and urging them 
to go and do likewise? 


3~—As a matter of standard policy, a 


| only had them for one year. 


age. Only those 
ing to do so take the examinations. 
_ Another plan that is used with success 
in a number of schools is to offer senior 
pupils the choice of entering a class to 
take the regular lessons of that depart- 
oan or to enter a_ teacher-traihing 
class, . 

Whatever plan you may adopt it will 
be of greatest importance to secure the 
most competent class teacher possible, 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 





New York City.—My class consists of five 
girls from fourteen to sixteen years, in a 
Mission Chapel. They are working girls, re- 
spectable and of average intelligence; have 
been to the Sunday-school for years. I have 
I do not know 
how to teach these girls, and I cannot find 
out why. I. have had classes in Sunday- 
‘school for many years —all ages and _condi- 
tions — but something is the. matter some- 
where. I cannot persuade the girls to come 
prepared with the lesson, with the exception 
of one, who always knows it, and answers 





Visitor should not have so many homes 
to care for that her work becomes ‘a 
burden, as it is then apt to be poorly 
done. 
limit adopted by the council. This, of 
course, may mean many more members, 
as there may be several members in each 
home; but the council should decide on 
a definite number of homes as a policy 
for the general work of the Visitors. 
Had you done so at the be — of 
= organization, you would not have 
ad this difficulty now. 





We have a Home Department in our church, 
and we have been thinking of spending the 
hext six months on the study of the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ. There are a few young 
people in our department and several chil- 
dren at a distance from our village. 


our study of the Second Coming of Christ be 
counted for Home Department study? — 
Superintendent of Rural Department. 


ed adult classes to-day decide on 
the course they propose to‘ study 
through the whole year; but that does 
not change their relatiog to the school. 
I can see no reason why the adult mem- 
bers of your department should not de- 
cide what subject they wish to. study, 
so long as the book studied is the Bible. 
You will, however, lose a very helpful 
section of the. International course by 
omitting the first six months of this 
year. - ; 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 

At our Sunday-school Workers’ meeting last 
week we decided that we must have a train- 
ing class for our young people from sixteen 
to eighteen years of age. Should this be a 
class in the school? If so, how would you 
organize the class? > 


Bp wet eral nl training class in the 
Sunday-school session provides a 
most desirable time. The attractions of 
the Sunday-school will bring a more reg- 
ular attendance than could be secured 
for any other time. This plan also links 
the work in the closest possible way 
with the Sunday-school. 

A class of selected pupils. is usually 
the best. The most promising young 
people of the school should be invited 
to enter the class. An opportunity might 
also be given to any pupils of the re- 
quired age to take up the work. If 
it should be found difficult to-separate 
the pupils from their class associations 
you may plan to permit them to remain 
in their former classes for the open- 


ing exércises of the school and for at- 
tendance record and all social functions, 
and simply to withdraw from the class 
during the lesson period. 

In some schools it is found to be best 
to convert an entire class into a teacher- 
training class. 


When this is done the 





Eight to ten homes should be the | 


These | 
would continue the general material. Would | 


any question. I believe the girls should know 
| the Bible facts, and have tried questions and 
answers from the Quarterly. This takes se 
| much time in class. I never finish the les- 
| son, and there is no time for the practical 
| home application, or spiritwal thought. I tried 
| last season notebooks, with topics and Golden 
text to be written out, and a picture for 
| ‘cack lesson, and a short sketch of the less 
| son— result, only the one girl did this. All 
| the others forgot, and the books were lost, 
; — their. excuse, “We were so late coming 
| home from work and too tired to do this!” 
‘I am following a suggestion of each one in 
| turn, each Sunday, giving me the review 
| of the preceding Sunday’s lesson. I foresee 
| trouble here, as I think it may keep them 
+ as they don’t want to do this.—A, C. 


HAT you need is to have your class 
| ¥¥ graded if possible, If i 
yore in the mission Sunday-school, 
would.at any rate use the graded les- 
sons. Of course, you cannot get one 
proce that is arranged for all of them, 
ut this being a mission school, I would 
select a grade for those that are almost 
the Sg and use that in the whole 
class. hese lessons are admirably 
adapted to this purpose. There is also 
a teacher’s book with these lessons that 
will “ae you just the help you need. 
All these supplies may be had of any 
good Sunday-school supply house, de- 
nominational or independent. 


New. York.—I notice in your book, “How 


emphasis in marking a school upon attend- 
ance, thus minimizing the educational as- 
pect of the school. It strikes me it is quite 
out of place to mark a scholar 60 for simply 
being present and only 10 for the study of 
the lesson at home. How do you recancile 
this with up-to-date Sunday-school methods? 
—j. ¥. M. 

T IS better to have the poorest teacher 

in the school present regularly every 
Sunday than the best teacher absent one- 
quarter of the time. The result of ir- 
regularity on the part of the teacher is 


. 


the interest and reduce the class. In 
somewhat the same way, there is noth- 
ing a scholar can do that is so important 
from the standpoint of the Sunday- 
school as to be present in the class regu- 
larly every Sunday. This is why the 
premium is put there. It is up to the 
teacher to secure the home study of the 
lesson, and if the teacher cannot do it 
the adding of certain percentages cer- 
tainly will not do it. The teacher can do 
little or nothing with an absent scholar, 
but place the scholar and teacher together 
regularly every Sunday, and,* if the 
teacher” measures up to the true standard 
of a real teacher, the home study of the 
lesson will be secured and all of the 
other desirable things will receive due 
attention. 

Your theory is beautiful, but the mark- 
ing you refer to is built on a good deal 
of experience not only in the schdol you 
refer to but in dozens of other ‘schools 
where the superintendent believes in 
stressing attendance. Of course it is 
Bible study we desife, but the premium 
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is in the place that will 
Tantanee of the 


ill secure the 
scholar at the place and | side down 


time when py inspiration of the aa 
can imparted. ne oO e 
oe poimts in our Sunday-schools 
to-day is that probably not over two- 
thirds of the enrolment is present at any 
one time. This is speremmnatet the 
marking for the whole of the North 
American field : 66 out of 100, , 
It is exceedingly discouraging to any 
teacher to try to impart reNgious in- 
_ structiog when one-third of the class is 
gone every Sunday. Putting a premium 
upon attendance should remedy this 
somewhat, and we,have no doubt what- 
ever but what the attendance, poor as 
it is, is larger than it would be were it 
not that specific attention is paid to the 
securing of the presence of the scholars. 
However, this is not done as it should 
be or the average would be much higher. 
The Sunday-school ought to average 90 
percent present every Sunday, but very 
few of them do it. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





June 27. Living up to Our Responsibilities. 
Matt. 25 : 14-30. 

July 4. Our Duty to Our Country. Isa. 1: 
16-20. (Consecration meeting.) 

July 11. Christian Brotherhood among Races 
and Nations. Acts 17 : 24-28. 

July 18. Why People Are Unhappy; the Cure, 
Psa. 32 : 10, 11; John 15 : 9-14. 





Mon.—Honest Words (1 Peter 3 : 13-17). The 
human tongue can cheat with words, it 
can gamble with phrases. When it does 
some one loses money, maybe, but worse 
—reputation is gone and happiness falls 
by the wayside, the atmdsphere is filled 
with a thick mist, and many a weary trav- 
eler misses the path. 

Tues.—Honest Work ({: Peter 2: 18-20; Col. 
3 3 22-25). One of our, Senators said..that 
Congress. was made up of so many of our 
fatmers’ boys becausé they learned -honest 
work early . They learned. early that they 
would reap just as they sowed, and planned 
their lives accordingly. The dishonest 
worker always blames others for his poor 
crop. 

Wed.—Honest Walk (: Peter 2:11-17). Sav- 
ages hide their trail by going into the 
creek, walking up or down stfeam for quite 
a way, then going out on the opposite 
bank, or doubling back on their trail. It 
is always easy to follow an honest man’s 
tracks. Every one knew how Enoch walked. 

Thurs.—Honest Business (Prov. 20 : 14-23). 
Conscience has eyes to see the difference 
between, honest and dishonest business, 
knowing quickly when some one is cheated. 
Like the eyes in the head, there are grave 
cases of color blindness in the conscience. 

~All such cases come from repeatedly check- 
ing tht voice of conscience, The end is 
loss of all sight. The conscience has been 
seared over with a hot iron. 

Fri—An Honest Mind (Psa. 26:1-12). God 
says the mind is never honest. It will not 
face real issues where God is concerned 
or where sin is exposed. It is obeying the 
law of self-preservation and self-expression. 
Both of these laws -bend the mind to pro- 
tect the wicked heart. 

Sat.—An Honest Man (Neh. 5:1-13). Men 
thoroughly honest when it comes -to their 
word and business are nevertheless dis- 
honest in deceiving themselves. Self-de- 
ception is the heart of sin. Oh, learn to 
call your sins by their real names. 


Sunday, June 20 


Honesty in Word and Deed 
(Eph. 4 : 25-32) 


Vy ones and deeds spring from the 
same fountain. Men are fond of 
words in. poetry, oratory, logic. They 
are the currency in the commerce and 
exchange of thought. If this currency 
becomes. counterfeit, the whole market 
of friendship and reality goes to pieces. 
Dishonest words leave the soul insane. 
It has nothing upon which to lay the 
foundation for action. Sin :makes the 
soul thus insane and casts it into outer 
darkness where there is weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. The ‘normal soul 
should put God first and be his temple, 
but sin seats itself on the throne and 
speeds its engines trying to make con- 
science call this right. Dishonest words 
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and deeds are the result, and life is up- 
i and inside out. ' ‘ 

When men are born again and self is 
driven from the throne, giving Christ 
his rightful ~~ the words of their 
-mouths spring from hearts at peace 
where Christ reigns and lives for others. 
| The law of self-defense to keep self on 
| the throne is broken, and the words exalt 
Christ and others. The incoming Christ 
breaks the law of self-expression, and 
lives become’ the showcase where he is 
exhibited. Thus deeds change. ~ P 

A Christian is not one who selects kind 
words and practises kind expressions, 
picking out good deeds and actions; but 
a person who has had a revolution at 
the center of his being, who has had the 
old self life driven out by the work of 
Christ on the cross, who has let him in 
at the very fountain of life. He-fills 
the heart, and out of the heart come 
honest words and deeds. 


How do people. sometimes act false- 
hoods?—By keeping still when they 
should speak, by raising the eyebrows 
when some one is under discussion, by 
a sneer, by a sigh, by-a laugh, by a cry. 

do some people become dis- 
honest ?—This question is like asking if 
the world is getting better. As one pro- 
fessor said, “Better is the comparative 
of good. The world cannot get better 
until it is good.” All human hearts are 
“deceitful above all things,” says God. 
Praise God for the blood of Christ which 
alone gives a clean honest heart. 

How may we get the habit of stric‘ 
honesty ?—Honesty is not a habit but a 
condition of heart. If the heart is made 
honest by Christ out of its depths will 
flow rivers of honest water. ‘ 








| Children at Home 





- Jsa’s Iron Bell 
By Wilhelmina Mampe Phillips 
REEYA had been at the Mission 





Compound ~ for a’ whole year: -Be- 
| cause she had no home to ‘which to re- 
|turn when her broken leg was quite 
strong again, she was kept at the ‘hos- 
pital. She made herself useful in many 
ways, but her best work lay in her power 
to cheer up. sick little folks. She won 
smiles where before there had been only 
pain and the Big Doctor love-named 
her the Smile Bringer. 

Everyday Preeya learned something 
new abort the dear Lord Isa. “I am 
tying your wgrds up tight in my heart,” 
she would say to the missionaries, “but 
in spite of that I go wrong, but I’m 
going to keep on learning and trying.” 

One of Preeya’s greatest pleasures was 
to help the Big Doctor. One Sunday 
she had made his morning rounds with 
him.. The last sick child had been at- 
tended to, when suddenly across the quiet 
Compound -came the clear sweet sound 
of bells. The Big Doctor smiled at his 
little helper. 

“You know what those mean?” 

“Yes, Doctor Sthib,” she _ replied. 
“The priest is ringing the chimes, There 
are four of them Cctened one above 
the other. He. holds them up in his hand 
and strikes them with a bamboo rod. 
Of. course you. know,” she went on, 
“that the gods of the Hindus get tired 
and need rest. So at night they go to 
sleep. In the morning the priest rings 
these bells to awaken them.” 

The Big Doctor said soberly, “Aren’t 
you glad that you don’t believe such 
things any longer?” 

Preeya nodded. “Doctor Sahib,” she 
said, “I know a verse about our Lord 
Isa that shows he’s quite different. ‘He 
that keepeth Israel slumbers not nor 
sleeps.’ ” 

“Cla-ang! Cla-a-ang! Clang!” 

“There’s Abdullah ringing our call to 
Chapel. It’s quite a different sound from 
that we’ve just heard. But then you 
can’t expect very sweet music from 
engine tires. That’s the best. we: can 
do for a church bell,” said the doctor. 

Preeya protested, “It isn’t right for 
the false gods to have thé chimes of 





brass while the Lord Isa has only clang- 
ing pieces of iron.” 


‘his chimes beside him. 


“You're right,” replied the Doctor 
Sahib. “That noise isn’t d for our 
sick ‘patients, either.” Big Doctor 
ighed. “I should like to have chimes. 
They'd make it seem more like home, ont 
home back in America.” 

With these words the Big Doctor left 
the room. After he had gone Pree 
had a few moments of serious thought. 
Then she said to. herself, “It’s going to 
seem more like home to the Big -] 
tor after this, and the Lord Isa ise going 
to have something better than an iron 
bell.” Quietly she stole out of the hos- 
pital. own the road that led to the 
street where the Brahmans live she went, 
ro pee “That bell-ringing priest. is 
old and lazy. He takes a nap in a hid- 
den place eve and he has 
know exactly 
where to find him. I haven’t beén an 
outcaste most of my life for nothing.” 


mornin 


That evening Preeya heard the Big 
Doctor telling one of the Sahibs that 
Abdullah had gone to a distant village. 
“I am asking you to ring the engine 
tire when Chapel Hour comes,” said the 


‘octor. 

Before the Sahib could answer Preeya 
was beggirig, “Oh, let me do it!” 

“Thought you didn’t like the noise,”— 
began the Doctor. 

“Please, just this once” — 

“Well, I don’t know what notion has 
struck you, you funny Smile Bringer, 
but I'll say yes.” 


Next morning at Chapel Hour the 
Doctor, waiting to hear the iron clang, 
was surprised: at the sound of low sweet 
chimes very near. Over and over again 
the beautiful sounds were repeated. 
Filled with wonder, he hurried to the 
peer where the pieces of iron tire hung. 

here stood Preeya with flushed face, 
holding in one hand a — 
two brazen chimes were 
other a padded stick. 

“Doctor Sahib, do you like this music 
better than the other?” she cried ex- 
citedly. “The dear’ Lord Isa has a set 
of chimes at last. He will be pleased 
and you will be pleased, for they’ll make 
you think of home. (I stole these chimes 
from the lazy priest while he slept. I 
took only.two. He didn’t catch me; so 
it’s all right. 
if you’re not caught. Dear Doctor Sahib, 
don’t look at me so sternly. Don’t,” she 
begged, sobbing, “don’t.” . 

Then the Doctor took the child in his 
arms and taught ‘her that law, “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Preeya was very quiet. 
When the Doctor said finally, “You must 
take. the bells back,” she answered, “I 
can’t do that. They are my gift to Isa.” 

Sadly the Big Doctor went away. For 
an hour Preeya fought with | 
At last she prayed, “Lord Isa, tell’ me 
what to do.” s she opened her eyes 
she noticed that upon the chimes were 
engraved pictures of the gods. Then 
there shot into her mind a verse she had 
learned, “Cursed be he who gives tothe 
Lord ‘an imperfect thing.” 

“Now_I know,” she said. “The Lord 
doesn’t want this gift. It’s imperfect 
because I stole it, and because it belongs 
to the wicked gods, and wears their pic- 
tures,” 


upon which 
ung, in the 


In a few moments the child had made 
her peace with the Big Doctor. He 
smiled at her as Sfie looked disgustedly 
at the bells. “Chee! You're ugly,” he 
heard her say, “to think I ever preferred 
you to Isa’s iron bell!” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 
Dr. Scroggie Coming to America 


wg Home greatest Bible expositor in 
Great Britain,” is Dr. A. C. Dixon’s 
tribute to Dr. W. Graham Scroggié, of 
Editburgh, Scotland, who sails for 
America on June 5 to spend three months 
in summer conference and-other teach- 
ing work. His first appearance will be 
in the World Conference on Christian 
Fundamentals, at Chicago, June 13 to 
20. Dr. : Riley, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minn., 
is making his conference engagements 
for him. Sunday School Times readers 
will recall Dr. Scroggie’s series of help- 
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Two American Girl 
Eye-Witnesses in Armenia 


THE TRAGEDY OF BITLIS 











A chapter of Armenia's suffering, by Grace 
H. eve 9 daughter of pioneer mission- 
aries at Bitlis! 

An eye-witness story that carries convic- 
tion and awakens unstinted sympathy. 


Ilustrated, $1.00, postpaid 
For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St. Philadelphia 
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“THE SURE 
SHEPHERD ” 


This well known leaflet by James H. McConkey will 
help you in the S. S. Lesson of June 20th,“ The 
Lord Our Shepherd.”” Sent entirely free. 














Address Silver Publishing Ce., Dept. R. 
1013 Bessemer Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


THE WRATH 10 COME 


This is the Title of one of the 


COSPEL TRACTS 


Published by THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
6226 Webster St., Philadelphia, U.S. A, 
Sénd 50c for package containing over 50 different kinds 


Don’t Wear 
Brooks’ Appliance,. the 
modern scientific invention, the 
wonderful new discovery that 
relieves rupture, will be sent 

bnoxious 


on trial, Noo springs 
or pads. 
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MR. C. E. BROOKS 


Brooks’ Rupture Appliance 


Has automatic Air Cushions. 
draws the broken parts together as you would 
a broken limb. No salves. No lies. rable, 
cheap. Sent on trial to prove it. Protected by 
U. S. patents, alog meastite blanks 
mailed free. Send name and address today. 


Brooks Appliance Co., 258 A, State St, Marshall, Mich. 
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The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, June 5, 1920 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 4 ; 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
* separate addresses or in. a 


package, to’one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 











ful articles on the subject of prayer that 
appeared in 1916. 


The Sunday School. Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Over 14,000,000 


Sunday Sehool Scholars stady 
thelr lessons every week from the ‘3 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 


Why? 


SEND FOR A COPY OF FREE BOOKLET 


“The Wondctful Story of How 
the Bible came down 


. through the Ages.” 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Publishers for the American Revision Committee 
381-A Feurth Ave., New York 
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The GOSPEL versus ANARCHY 
For the 182 Millions of Russian People 


“THE FRIEND OK RUSS! 


Informational—Inaspirational. Witrt1aM Fetier, 
itor, $1.00. per annum. 


al trial offer: 25 cents for six 
“18620 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 


- . § SS. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 


Now in its 37th year,is only, 75c ayear. Every S.S.teach- 
et needs it. Marton weapons once: Tverd is no other 
I like as well.’’Sample copyfree.z 58 Fifth ave., NewYork 


> —SFENOGRAPHE 
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NEW WAY 





’ EARN $258 TO $40 A WEEK 
D&N’T be satisfied pith 98:00 to $15.00 weekly, 
Don’t be held back by the old way in typewrit- 
ing! Learn the wonderful New Way, at home, in ro 
simple, easy lessons. ‘Diandly thonvhads of stenog- 
raphers and other typewriter users who never ex- 
a ceeded 30 to 40 words a minute are writing 80 to 100 
words a minute, with half the effort and with infin- 
holy greater accuracy ; and their salaries have been 
doubled and trebled. 


80 TO 100 WORDS A MINUTB GUARANTEED 
Most stenographers get only $8.00 to $15.00 a week, 
| simply because they lack speed and accuracy on the 

typewriter, Ne matter how good you are in short- 
-|hand, you can never expect much increase in pay 

until you get speed — real speed — and acturacy on 
typewrite 80 to 100 words 



























the typewriter. - You can 
\per minute the NEW WA 


LEARN BY MAIL —10 BASY LESSONS 
‘Think of it! Only 10 easy lessons. Not the slightest 
\nterference with your present work. You learn at 
home guickly and oats improving in s with 
jhe VERY BI ST LE SON | Special GYMNAS- 
ric Finger Training Exercises bring results in 


MONTHS. Among the thousands of operators who 
jave taken up the system are many who were so- 
lalled “‘ touch” writers — but who have dendled or 
yedled their speed and accuracy ! 
NEW BOOK FREE !11! 

Ve cannot describe here the principle of this mew 
jethod. But we have red a 32«page boo! 
thich tells all about it in detail. No instruction book 
yer written ever told so plainly the real WHY and 
(OW of expert typewriting. The beok is PR 

lail this coupon to-day. 
ee ee ee ee ed 
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“Seven Sevens” 

HE preceding five groups of prayer 
“Laglone have S ccheded in general the 
following: (1) Geographical areas; (2) 
spiritual spheres of blessing; (3) evan- 
gelical agencies; (4) classes of workers, 


‘|and (5) various “by-products” of Chris- 


tianity. 

This week’s group includes Christ’s 
flock in general, the “sheep of his pas- 
ture” at large, the ministered to rather 
than the ministering. (Please note that 
on account of the comments from Dr. 
Scofield, the readings for Saturday and 
Sunday have been exchanged.) 


June 14 to 20 
Mon.—Psalm 23. The Lord our Shepherd. 


The writer, once a “shepherd boy” 
for a brief period, knows from experi- 
ence the shepherd nature and from ob- 
servation the sheep nature. So did David. 
Hence the value of this precious psalm, 
itself a green pasture in which unnum- 
bered millions of God’s sheep have 
nestled down. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
of God's sheep who need but have not 
yet found the “green pastures” and “stil 


with care. “Earth 
heaven cannot heal.” 


no sorrow that 
God’s green pas- 





| tation” (Luke 19:44). 


DAYS that ordinary methods will not produce in | | 
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. THE TULLOSS SCHOOL ' 
5 6576 College Hilt Springfield, Ohio. § 
. Please send me your free book on Typewriting ; 
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(tures are heaven's ‘earthly sanitorinms. 


Tues.-Exzekiel 34: 1-16. False Shephérds. 


Ezekiel’s. false shepherds wete self- 
. feeders and not flock feeders. So also 
are the false shepherds of to-day’s apos- 
tate church ; in too many. cases gatherers, 
not of the sheep but off the sheep. What 
comfort for God’s true Israel (and for 
=. in the remaining verses of the chap- 
| ter 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


| millions of sheep who are being. preyed 
upon by apostate shepherds. Cry unto 

od for a world-wide purging of Christ’s 
earthly skeepfold. “Shall not God avenge 
his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him?” 


Wed.—Exzekiel 34: 11-16, 23-26. 
The True Shepherd. 

“And so all Israel [nationally] shall 
be saved” (Rom. 11:26). The true 
Shepherd will not permit his straying, 
|preyed-upon sheep to be permanently 
scattered. There shall even yet 
showers of blessing”; future millennial 
showers following present dispensational 
| tears. 


| Praver Succestions: Pray for “the 
lost sheep of the houge of Israel,” scat- 
tered, persecuted, massacred, weeping 
and wept over, but never yet having recog- 
_ mised the day of their Shepherd’s. “visi- 
“His own” are 
| still rejecting him (John 1:11). Neveér- 
| theless, pray and believe as did Paul 
| (Rom, 9:1-3; ro:1; 11:26). 
| Thurs.—John 10: 11-18. The Good Shepherd. 


Dr. C. I. Scofield (Reference Bible) 
has-beautifully described Christ’s three 
|“shepherd aspects”: (1) As the “Good 
Shepherd” He “gives his life for the 
| sheep,” and is therefore “the door” by 
| which “if any man enter in he shall be 
|} saved.” This answers to Psalm 22. (See 


EE. | Saturday’s and Sunday’s comments.) 


| Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
mind that was in the Good Shepherd 


may also be in the sheep; that as he laid \' 


down his life for the sheep, so may 
they one for another. Many think they 
die, and they do after a fashion; but 
oh, HOW FEW IN REALITY DIE TO THE 
FLESH ! 


Bod ic What" 


waters,” the weary and worn and borne |. 





A 


Fri—Buke 1641-18. Sedking the Lost. 


Also the Good’ Shepherd (the writer’ 
parenthetical comment) neve ‘pert . 
single one of 

‘He pa Pe ‘eantil he 


comfort here. and in 
- 10: 27-29! Once truly his, always 
Ss. 


Praver Succestio Pray that the 
seeking spirit of the Good Shepherd we'd 
animate once more his world-wide flock, 
remembering that he has no other human 
way of seeking the straying saved or 
the perishing unsaved asees reas the 
closely — and obedient. members 
of his flock. 

Sat.—Hebrews 13 : 12-25. 

: The Ever-living Shepherd. 

(2) As the “Great Shepherd,” he was 

rought again from the dead” to care 
for his ‘sheep and to make them “per- 
fect in every good work to do his will.” 
This answers to Psalm 23. 

Prayer Succestions> Pray for the 
halt, the lame, the blind of every local 
flock; also for Every sheep Everywhere, 
at home and abroad, that each one may 
be nourished and brought into perfect 
conformity to the will of the Shepherd. 


Sun.—1 Peter 5:1-11. “He careth for you.” 


(3) As the “Chief Shepherd” he is 
“coming in glory to give crowns of re- 
ward” to his faithful under-shepherds., 
This answers to Psalm 24. As the Good 
Shepherd, he poured out his life; as the 
Great Shepherd, he is pouring out his 
intercessions; as the Chief Shepherd he 
is yet to pour out his rewards. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
under-shepherd, many of whom, unrec- 
ognized by human eyes, are ministering 
far more under God than some who wear 
official garbs, “The Lord knoweth them” 
(the under-shepherds as well as the 
sheep) “that are his.” Seminary de- 
grees without the divine anointing are 
‘as sounding. brass or a tinkling cymbal.” 







@> iET US PAY YOu .| 
“SIX PER CENT ON 
YOUR SAVINCS 


For 25 years this éld, con- 
servative Company has 
paid 6@ on Time Certifi- 
cates and for 17 years 5% 
rE] om Certificates PAYABLE ON DEMAND. Interest 
checks mailed semi-annually. Certificates_al- 
:} ways at par, amply protected by first mort- 
f4 gage and readily cashed. 
=] Any one who has saved $25 
ought to know about this 
Write for bookiet ‘*6% and 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
4 870 Calvert Building, B more, Md. 


Ba Tcenenes EERE 


GOD SAYS: 


“My Word shall not return unto Me void.” 

“Go To Church” advertisements that contaii 
God’s Word and are read are sure to get results. 
To get church advertisements read, they must be 
as attractive and as artistic as mercantile and 
other advertisements. 

Siggy million people in America do not attend 
church. Invite them. Your additional basket 
collections will pay for your advertising. 

Write for first and segond series “Go To 
Church” advertisements. This is a weekly matrix 
service for newspapers. 





tb or more 
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ass SmCOLUMBIA.S Cr 
BRONZE 18.ets 
Free Beek of Designs 


Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 
° 23 Park Pla 
Globe Furniture Company, 73,P5°* Fece- 


Ss 




























Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book 
Racks, Tables, Desks—EVER Y THING. 
The finest furniture made. Direct from our 
factory to your church. - Catalog free. 




























(Lesson for JUNE 20) June 5, 1920. 


‘Inland Africa — 
field of the world. 





And where the Africa Inland Mission, an interde_ 


nominational, international Faith Mission is seeking 


* Srintel mani er and informatio cerning the field 
tter 
and work may be had without capeaee by writing, to 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 
356 Bridge Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Gordon. 


Theological, Missionary, Relig 
; ne ange Ay nd of Th 
B. Graduate School of Theology, 
of BD, Two-year Collegiate course, 
grade, with a wut enpeet studies. permested by 
remarkable evangelical spirit Notable facal 
student body. New beautitul fireproot builaings 
with dormitories. Organized religious work and 
Support. For catalog and correspondence, address 
NATHAN R. WOOD, President, Gordon Bible College, Bosten| 


You can 60  ouved, @ yea 

































] _Bentamia W. Bogue, 6859 


Bible Pedagogy-for the Palpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. Ex sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing m —_ thorough 
andeasy. All meéd it regardless o: vious training. 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. ‘The problem ot 
home training the ministry solved. iven by 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 
for preacher and teacher into the home. For full in- 
formation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Selma, Ala. 
hoice 


hildren’s Books 


Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the 
Children 


fodia wali 
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Edited by John T. Faris. Suggestions 
for Bible games and other occupations 
for the free-hours of Sunday. 75 cents. 


Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney 

By Charles McIlvaine. A book for 
young folks or older folks ‘who like to 
know the why and how of things noticed 
every day in nature. Illustrated. $1.00. 


500 Bible Story Questions and Answers 

By Samuel Scoville; jt These ques- 
tions will be found of. real value for 
home and class study in bringing out 
some of the lesser known in ts of 
the Old Testament. 40 cents. 
A Voice im ‘the Night 

By Frederick Hall, Bible stories that 
throw new light on. the old settings, 
These are thrilling pictures of human 
life in the making. quite different. from 
the ordinarily retold: Bible story. They 
are prose poems of intense and compel- 
ling interest. A beautiful gift book. $1. 


The Out-of-Doors Club 

By Samuel Scoville, Jr. _Each of the 
twenty chapters reveals curious things 
of field and stream and woods, discov* 
ered by a keen-witted band of real chil- 
dren, under the cheery, fun-loving, and 
marvelously informed leadership of a 
father. who loves and knows the out- 
of-doors. 171 pages, handsomely illus- 
trated. $1.25. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
Philadelphia. 


4 1031 Walnut St., 
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